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ALPASHI UTSAVAM
Alpashi Festival is held at the Sree 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple, one of 
the most renowned temples in Kerala. 
It is an annual ritual where the deities 
are bathed. The procession comprises 
magnificently decorated elephants and 
columns of armed police.

WHEN: November 18
WHERE: Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 

LOKU FESTIVAL 
The three-day harvest festival of 
Loku or Chalo Loku is celebrated 
by the Nocte tribe of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The famous Chalo dances 
of the Nocte tribe adds colour and 
grace to the festival. 

WHEN: November 25
WHERE: Arunachal Pradesh

BUNDI UTSAV
The town of Bundi in Rajasthan comes 
alive during Bundi Utsav. It involves 
traditional music, folk dances, cultural 
exhibitions, camel rides, fireworks and 
various competitions. In the evenings, the 
town is lit up with diyas and prayers  are 
offered on the banks of River Chambal.

WHEN: November 28-30
WHERE: Bundi, Rajasthan

PERUMTHITTA THARAVAD 
KOTTAMKUZHY
The 10-day Theyyam Festival of 
Perumthitta Tharavadu Kottamkuzhy 
of Kasaragod district is prominent 
among the Theyyam festivals in 
Kerala. It is one of the oldest ritual 
art forms of the state.  

WHEN: December 7-16
WHERE: Kerala

WINTER FESTIVAL, MT ABU
The Winter Festival is held 
every year in the last week of 
December in Mt Abu. The three-
day festival features traditional 
dancing, concerts, fairs and a 
fireworks display.  

WHEN: December 29-31
WHERE: Mt Abu, Rajasthan

GALDAN NAMCHOT
The festival commemorates the 
birthday and the Buddhahood of the 
Tibetan saint-scholar, Tsongkhapa. All 
the monasteries and other buildings 
are lit up across Ladakh. Galdan 
Namchot marks the beginning of the 
New Year celebrations in Ladakh.  

WHEN: December 5
WHERE: Leh, Ladakh

UPCOMING EVENTS ACROSS INDIA
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A new chapter in Indo-US relations was added with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to the United States. At the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 
in New York, Mr Modi emphasised on the need for fast-track reforms and expansion 
of the United Nations Security Council. Another milestone moment in the history of 
India’s foreign relations was during the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation 
(FIPIC) Summit when Prime Minister Modi termed the island countries of the Pacific 
region as “Large Ocean States with vast potential”. As the fortunes of nations of the 
region are interlinked, he stressed on shifting the gravity of global opportunities. To 
boost business and economy, a FIPIC trade office will soon open in New Delhi.

As the historic Indo-US nuclear deal completes a decade, we turn through the 
pages and assess how both nations have helped each other on the path to progress. 
Meanwhile, Indian scientists have initiated the innovation of converting plastic into 
cleanest grade diesel. Not only will it help in better waste management but also take 
the ‘Make in India’ campaign forward. 

India became the fourth nation in the world, after USA, Russia and Japan, to 
have an operational space observatory that will help scientists intensify space 
exploration efforts by studying distant celestial objects and conduct deeper analysis of 
star systems.

We also deliberate on the evolution of theatre in India and how it has always been 
a manifestation of contemporary society. Get to know more about biryani in the 
‘Cuisine’ pages as we trace the journey of its transformation from a staple for soldiers 
to a patronising delicacy of royal celebrations. We take you to the southern state 
of Kerala to acquaint you with coir’s journey from a fibrous material to being used 
to create ropes, doormats, mattresses, floor tiles and sacks at the first-of-its-kind 
International Coir Museum in Alappuzha. 

Get closer to Nature as the ‘Explore’ section offers you the option to either embark 
on a journey to the rustic and luxurious resorts set amid the forests of India or plan 
a trip on the picturesque houseboats of Kashmir and Kerala. In 
the ‘Conversation’ section, we strike a tete-a-tete with cricketing 
star Virat Kohli and talk about his journey from Under-19 days 
to becoming the captain of the Indian Test team.

Vikas Swarup

Foreword
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The big takeaway from PM Modi’s September 23-28 visit to the 
US was the forging of a new template of India-US relations

Modi in US: 
Big BITE, Big Ideas

text  |  Manish Chand 
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Six days, two cities, meetings with leaders 
of more than 30 countries, idea-fest 
with over 50 CEOs of Fortune 500 and 
elite tech companies, address to two UN 

summits and connecting with around 20,000 well-
heeled Indian-Americans. Flying from East Coast 
to West Coast and clocking thousands of air miles 
en route, Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi’s 
second visit to the US had all the elements of a 
blockbuster diplomatic show, blending high-wire 
diplomacy, energy, spectacle, diaspora outreach 
and memorable one-liners. 

Uniting these diverse but interlinked 
engagements was the narrative of a resurgent India 
and a shining vision of the “defining partnership of 
the 21st century,” unclouded from scepticism and 
bristling with new possibilities. The sizzle and the 
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show apart, the big takeaway from PM Modi’s 
September 23-28 visit to the US was the forging 
of a new template of the India-US relations, 
which will be underpinned by Business, 
Innovation, Technology and Entrepreneurship 
(BITE). This is indeed a big BITE and 
promises to be a big deal for the world’s largest 
democracies as they scale up their multifarious 
relations in all areas including diplomatic, 
economic, strategic and cultural. 

UN & multilateral diplomacy

Fast-tracking reforms and expansion of 
the UNSC was the cross-cutting theme of 
PM Modi’s address at the UN Sustainable 
Development Summit in New York on 
September 25, the summit of leaders of G4 
countries and the Prime Minister’s meetings 
with countries, big and small, ranging from 
the three permanent members of UNSC – 
USA, France and Britain – to St Vincent 
and the Grenadines and St Lucia. “We must 

also reform the United Nations, including 
its Security Council, so that it carries greater 
credibility and legitimacy and will be more 
representative and effective in achieving our 
goals,” said PM Modi in his speech at the SDG 
Summit. Welcoming the decision to commence 
text-based negotiations by the UNGA, he 
underlined the need for achieving the Security 
Council reforms “within a fixed time frame.” 
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Mr Narendra Modi addresses the UN SustainableDevelopment Summit in New York

The Security Council must include the world’s largest democracies, 
major locomotives of the global economy and voices from all the 
major continents. It will carry greater credibility and legitimacy and 
will be more representative and effective in addressing the challenges 
of the 21st century.

Mr Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India
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“The Security Council must include the world’s 
largest democracies, major locomotives of the 
global economy and voices from all the major 
continents. It will carry greater credibility and 
legitimacy and will be more representative 
and effective in addressing the challenges of 
the 21st century,” he said at the G4 summit 
which was also attended by Prime Minister of 
Japan Shinzo Abe, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and President of Brazil Dilma Roussef.  

Sustainable development and climate change 
were other dominant themes that recurred in 
PM Modi’s UN address as well as in bilateral 
meetings. Underlining India’s commitment 
to eradicating poverty through sustainable 
development, Mr Modi spoke about “climate 
justice” and the need to ensure balanced and 
comprehensive outcome at the Paris COP21. 
He underscored the need for forging “a global 

Above: Leaders of the G-4 Countries - Brazil, Germany, India and Japan 
at the Summit on United Nations Security Council Reforms in New York; 
Right: Prime Minister at Digital India Dinner in San Jose
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public partnership to harness technology, 
innovation and finance to put affordable clean 
and renewable energy within the reach of all.” 

In a separate address to the UN 
Peacekeeping Summit on September 28 in New 
York, PM Modi pitched for a greater role for 
troop-contributing countries in the decision-
making process related to peacekeeping 
operations and unveiled new contributions by 
India that include additional battalion of up 
to 850 troops in existing or new operations 
and additional three Police units with higher 
representation of female peacekeepers.

B for Business 

Besides multilateral and pluri-lateral 
diplomacy, the overarching focus of PM 
Modi’s US visit was on forging a robust 
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It was the quintessential Facebook moment for India’s 
Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi. In a spirited Townhall 
meeting at the Facebook headquarters at the sprawling 
Hacker Square in San Francisco, the leader of the world’s 
largest democracy interacted with Facebook founder and 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg and captive listeners as he waxed 
eloquent on the power of social media to connect people 
in a wired world.

“For me, social media became a very important guide, 
gave me the tools to make a connect. It changed my 
thought process,” Mr Modi said. An ardent proponent 
and practitioner of social media, the Indian leader, who 
is one of the world’s most followed leaders on Facebook, 

asked “world leaders not to avoid social media and to 
connect to it.”

Mr Modi shared his ambitious agenda of transforming 
India through a digital revolution. But the moment that’s 
going to stay in memories of nearly 500 people present 
at the Facebook HQ and all those following it on TV was 
when the Indian Prime Minister got emotional when 
talking about his mother, his eyes moist with tears.

“When we were young, what we did to get by: we 
went to our neighbours’ houses nearby to clean dishes, fill 
water, do hard chores. So you can imagine what a mother 
had to do to raise her children. What she must have gone 
through,” said Modi in an emotion-laden voice. “That’s 

Facebook Moment
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and multifaceted economic partnership 
between the two countries. With India’s 
growth prospects bright, PM Modi 
launched a spirited outreach to the giants 
of American corporate world on day 1 in 
New York which was packed with back-to-
back meetings with CEOs of Fortune 500 
companies and sultans of finance. Given the 
importance of communication in a wired 
world, the Indian PM met top honchos 
of media and entertainment industry and 
sought their proactive role in upgrading 
communication infrastructure and be part 
of India’s development story by setting up 
a communication university or a chair in 
communications study in India. He also 
encouraged them to develop content in 
regional languages and fit this into their 
investment plans for India. Mr Modi also 
met stalwart CEOs from the financial 
sector including JP Morgan chairman-
CEO-president Jamie Dimon and chairmen 

not just the case with Narendra Modi. In India, there 
are hundreds of thousands of women and mothers who 
sacrificed their entire lives for their children.”

Mr Modi lauded Zuckerberg’s parents for raising a 
child who changed the world through his ingenuity and 
enterprise. Unveiling his vision of refashioning India 
through enhanced internet connectivity and promoting 
entrepreneurial culture, Mr Modi spoke eloquently 
about his dream of seeing India as a US$ 20 trillion 
economy, with villages and remote towns connected 
in a symphony of national resurgence. “We need both 
highways and i-ways in India. I want to connect all six 
lakh villages in India via fibre optic cables.”

Left: Mr Modi with Mark Zuckerberg; Above: At the Tesla Motors facility in San Jose
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and CEOs of Blackstone, Warburg Pincus, 
KKR, General Atlantic, AIG Insurance, Tiger 
Global and the New York State Common 
Retirement Fund.

Besides meeting them in groups, PM Modi 
had a series of one-on-one meetings with 
top CEOs that included MasterCard CEO-
president and US-India Business Council 
chairman Ajaypal Singh Banga, former New 
York City mayor and Lockheed Martin CEO 
Marillyn Hewson and infrastructure giant 
AECO Technology Corporation Michael S 
Burke. In all these interactions, PM Modi’s 
central focus was on highlighting new 
opportunities unleashed by the reform process 
in India and seeking their contribution for 
Make in India. There was no categorical pledge 
of investment by American companies but 
going by their upbeat mood, one can expect 
a marked upsurge in American capital and 
expertise into India. 

Technology, Innovation 

and Enterprise 

Technology, Innovation and Enterprise 
were the trinity of themes that framed Prime 
Minister Modi’s visit to Silicon Valley in 
California, the first visit by an Indian Prime 
Minister to the West Coast in nearly four 
decades. Promoting Digital India mission 
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Above: Mr Narendra Modi at India-US Start-up Konnect 2015 in San Jose; Far left: Indian PM signs the Facebook Wall

“When we were young, what we did to get by: We went to our neighbours’ houses 
nearby to clean dishes, fill water, do hard chores. So you can imagine what a mother 
had to do to raise her children. What she must have gone through. That’s not just 
the case with Narendra Modi. In India, there are hundreds of thousands of women 
and mothers who sacrificed their entire lives for their children.

Mr Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India
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and seeking proactive assistance of the US 
tech giants in bringing it to fruition was 
the centrepiece of Modi’s two-day trip 
to Silicon Valley – home to nearly half a 
million Indians, mostly well-heeled tech 
entrepreneurs. The Digital Dinner was 
a show-stealer. Closeted with tech titans 
and pioneers, which included India-born 
Microsoft boss Satya Nadella and Google’s 
Sundar Pichai, Adobe’s Shantanu Narayen, 
Qualcomm’s Paul Jacobs and Cisco’s John 
Chambers, PM Modi expounded eloquently 
on his vision of a digitally empowered India 
which is adding millions to its burgeoning 
online population every passing day. 

“It is an enterprise for India’s 
transformation on a scale that is, perhaps, 
unmatched in human history. Not just to 
touch the lives of the weakest, farthest and 
the poorest citizen of India but change the 
way our nation will live and work,” he said.

“Digital Dinner,” as it was christened, 
turned to be a veritable feast of ideas, 
opening new vistas for forging an enduring 
partnership between Silicon Valley and the 
Digital India mission. Unveiling Microsoft’s 
plans to partner with individual states and 
tech companies in India, Nadella said, “Now 
it is time for us to collectively empower 
people from all over the world.” Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai evocatively called 
India the world’s fastest growing “startup 
nation” and pithed technology as a catalyst 
of revolutionary change. Qualcomm’s Paul 
Jacobs unveiled a plan to set up $150 million 
fund to promote start ups in India. Mr Modi 
later visited the Google headquarters at 
which the search engine giant unveiled plans 
to provide high speed Internet services at 

It was a captivating show in the heart of Silicon 
Valley, with music, dance and frenzied chants of 
“Modi, Modi” filling the huge auditorium. And 
the leader of the world’s largest democracy didn’t 
disappoint them as he unveiled his radiant vision 
of an Indian century to nearly 21,000 Indians 
sitting in the SAP Centre in California. 

“It’s asked all around, who does 21st century 
belong to? It is being believed that the 21st 
century is India’s century.” The utterance 
triggered waves of jubilation from the rapturous 
crows, comprising the well-heeled Indian-
Americans living in this mecca of technology 
and enterprise. 

Lavishing praise on the three-million strong 
Indian community in the US, which has emerged 
as bridge-builders between the two countries, 
Mr Modi said memorably, “How brain drain can 
become brain gain.” “We would hear - we need 
to stop this brain drain. But India is Bahuratna 
Vasundhara, there will be many brains there.”

In his speech, the Indian leader spoke about 
his government’s myriad achievements and 
ongoing efforts to spark a digital revolution in the 
country to make governance easy, economical 
and effective. He expounded on his script for 
national redemption pivoted by JAM – J-Jan Dhan 
financial inclusion programme, A-Aadhar unique 
identity card M-Mobile Governance. In a speech 
laced with tributes to Indian icons like Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh, the Indian leader projected a 
shining narrative of a new India, with “a new 
identity and a new image.” “Be it World Bank, 
Moody’s or any other research agency, everyone is 
saying India is the fastest growing economy in the 
world,” he said to a thunderous applause.  

Connecting with 
diaspora: JAM-ming 
for an Indian Century 

IP Nov-Dec'15.indb   17 21/10/15   5:46 PM



PARTNERSHIP

n  1 8   n  N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

100 railway stations in India initially and then 
expand it by 400 more by next year.

Mr Modi’s trip to California also included 
back-to-back meetings with leaders of the 
Indian diaspora and top tech visionaries that 
included, among others, Apple CEO Tim 
Cook, Tesla chief Elon Musk and Facebook 
boss Marc Zuckerberg. The Indian leader’s 
visit to the premises focussed on adapting 
and obtaining the company’s 
“Powerwall” invention for India, 
a long-term storage device for 
solar energy which could “bring 
energy to hitherto unserviced 
areas of India.

In sync with his vision of 
“Start-up India, Stand-up India,” 
PM Modi addressed a pioneering 
meeting of “India-US Start up Konnect,” where 
he made a pitch for ushering in a start up 
revolution in India, driven by entrepreneurial 
zeal and the power of ideas. Mr Modi launched 
Bharat Fund which will provide seed funding 
to Indian entrepreneurs who will focus on 
projects that can promote better health, usher 
in new socially-helpful technologies and look 
at new and renewable sources of energy.

Meeting with Obama:  

Mapping next big steps 

Fittingly, PM Modi’s six-day visit to the 
US concluded with a meeting with the US 
President Barack Obama and the leaders 
of two P5 countries, Prime Minister 
of Britain David Cameroon and 
President of France Francois Hollande 
on September 28. Climate change, 
counter-terrorism, UNSC reforms 
and India’s membership of top 
multilateral nuclear export regimes 
(which they all backed) figured 
prominently in discussions  
Mr Modi had with all these three 
leaders. PM Modi’s meeting 
with President Obama was 
clearly the fitting finale which 

underlined that the climate has changed for 
better in the India-US relations. The fifth 
meeting between the two leaders lasted for 
over an hour and was business-like, diving 
straight to key points that befit the two leaders 
who have developed a personal chemistry and 
address each other by their first names. 
Conjuring up an upbeat picture of the defining 
partnership of the 21st century, the two leaders 

discussed an entire spectrum of 
issues ranging from climate change 
and economic ties to counter-
terrorism, cyber security and the 
UN Security Council reforms. 

The big takeaway from the 
September 28 meeting was a 
growing convergence between the 

Mr Modi and  
Mr Obama had 

discussions  
on climate 

change and 
economic ties
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world’s leading democracies to work together 
proactively to ensure a successful global climate 
summit in Paris in December and partner 
in the development agenda of Asia’s third 
largest economy. Mr Modi underlined that 
India shared “an uncompromising 
commitment to climate change” 
and revealed plans to upscale the 
share of renewables in India’s 
overall energy mix. With the deck 
cleared for the launch of text-
based negotiations for UN Security 
Council reforms, Mr Modi was 
reassured by President Obama of 
the US’ support for India’s long-
standing ambition for a permanent seat in the 
UN Security Council. 

“I thanked President Obama for supporting 
India’s permanent membership of a reformed 
UNSC,” Mr Modi said in a joint media 

appearance with President Obama. Mr Modi 
conveyed his appreciation for the US’ support 
for India’s membership of top global nuclear 
export regimes, including the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group, within targetted timeframe. The two 

sides decided to deepen strategic 
content of their partnership by 
enhancing cooperation in the 
Asia-Pacific theatre and collaborate 
closely to counter terrorism and 
radicalisation.

Whichever way one looks 
at, PM Modi’s September 23-28 
visit to the US has spawned 
a new grammar of India-US 

relations and marks the new normal high in 
variegated relations between the world’s largest 
democracies, opening up new avenues of 
cooperation that will have a lasting influence on 
the evolving new world order.

Mr Modi 
underlined that 

India shared “an 
uncompromising 
commitment to 
climate change”

Manish Chand is Editor-in-Chief of India Writes Network, www.indiawrites.org, a portal and 
e-magazine-journal focused on international affairs, emerging powers and the India Story

Mr Narendra Modi hold talks with US President Barack Obama in New York on the sidelines of 70th UNGA
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Trade and investments, counter-terrorism and 
energy will power a new chapter in New Delhi’s 
relations with Abu Dhabi

Reaching out
to the UAE

Prime Minister Mr Modi at Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi

text  |  Mayuri Mukherjee
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In the one-and-a-half years that Prime 
Minister Mr Narendra Modi has 
been in power, he has consistently 
sought to enliven Indian diplomacy, 

deepening New Delhi’s ties with close 
friends and upgrading its engagement with 
other partners. His visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in August 2015 was yet 
another important step in this direction. Mr 
Modi is the first Indian Prime Minister to 
visit the country in 34 years and this in itself 
is a strong indicator of how the Government 
is keen on galvanising its ties with the UAE.

During this visit, three key issues were 
highlighted on the bilateral agenda: financial 
investments and trade, an enhanced strategic 
partnership and greater energy security. 
In the first case, the focus is on getting 
the UAE to invest more significantly in 
India – particularly in large infrastructure 
projects. Towards this end, a $75 billion 
UAE-India Infrastructure Investment Fund 
has been envisaged which will support the 
construction of railways, ports, roads, airports 
and industrial corridors. 

While India stands to benefit from the 
flow of foreign capital and technology, 
the UAE is looking to diversify its asset 
basket. Yes, the Emirati economies are now 
relatively more diversified than those of the 
other oil-rich Arab countries but they are all 
still dependent on the oil market. Overseas 
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investments, therefore, are important to 
secure their economic welfare in the future.

Going ahead, both the countries can 
be expected to leverage the 
existing synergies in their 
relations. After all, India is 
UAE’s second largest trade 
partner while the latter, which 
is one of the most powerful 
engines of the Gulf economy, 
is India’s third. In fact, it is no 
coincidence that just about 
a month after Mr Modi’s UAE visit, the 
Emirati foreign minister Sheikh Abdullah 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan came to New Delhi 
with a large business delegation. 

Another area of joint concern in the 
strategic sector is the rise of the 
Islamic state terror group which 
has wreaked havoc across West 
Asia and North Africa and is a 
serious threat to both Arab and 
non-Arab powers in the region. 

The third key aspect of 
India-UAE ties is, of course, oil 
which has traditionally been 

the bedrock of India’s relations with GCC 
member states. India imports about 80 per 

India and 
the UAE can 
be expected 
to leverage 
the existing 

synergies in their 
relations

Prime Minister addresses the gathering at the Indian Community Reception, in Dubai Cricket Stadium, UAE 
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cent of its oil and the UAE fulfills about nine 
per cent of Indian demand.   

During his two-day visit,  
Mr Modi had a packed schedule 
that saw him travel to Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai and Masdar 
City. He visited the iconic 
Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque which has design 
and architectural elements 
from around the globe and is 
built on the idea of “uniting the 
world”. He also met Indian workers 
at the International City Abu Dhabi, home to 

more than 26,000 foreign workers, mostly from 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

Overall, the UAE is the karmabhoomi 
of over two million Indians, who 

send home an estimated $12 billion 
every year. In fact, in Dubai, the 
Indian Prime Minister addressed 
a gathering of more than 50,000 
Indian expatriates. This was 

well in keeping with his constant 
endeavour to reach out to the Indian 

diaspora around the world. 
Mr Modi’s visit to Masdar was interesting, 

given the city is still being built, having been 
established only in 2006. What makes Masdar 
special and of particular interest to Mr Modi 
is that it is a newly-planned high-tech urban 
settlement that aims to have a zero carbon 
footprint. This is similar to Mr Modi’s flagship 
“Smart Cities” plan. For example, the Gujarat 
International Finance Tech-City, which was 
initiated during Mr Modi’s tenure as Gujarat 
chief minister and is under construction, has a 
comparable concept to Masdar. 

Masdar, leveraging its “desert advantage”, 
is being powered primarily by solar and 
wind energy. Reportedly, the city will have 
no personal automobiles and definitely none 
that will run on fossil fuel as the residents 
are expected to avail of public transport. It 
already has automatic driverless cars zipping 
commuters around. Masdar will host the 
International Renewable Energy Agency whose 
headquarter will be the first building to produce 
more energy than it consumes. 

While the Masdar model need not be 
replicated in India – a project like this has to 
be adapted to local conditions – this country 
is working on similar ideas and projects as 
it seeks its own solutions to the problems 
of sustainability, limited natural resources, 
pollution and population pressures that worry 
the rest of the world. In this context, it will be 
interesting to see how Mr Modi brings home 
the lessons and ideas he sees abroad.
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FIPIC Summit has once again reiterated on charting out a new course 
in relationship with the countries of the Pacific region

Oceanic bonding: Pacific
partnership gets wings 

text  |  Manish Chand 
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It is an oceanic bonding, transcending 
geographical barriers and connecting 
hearts and minds in a mutually 
empowering partnership. Animated 

by shared global challenges and the growing 
salience of the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean 
in an evolving global order, India had launched 
a defining diplomatic outreach to leaders and 
representatives of 14 Pacific Island nations at 
the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation 
(FIPIC) on August 21-22. This was the second 
summit with small but strategically located 
resource-rich ocean states in a span of barely 
nine months and the first such diplomatic 
interface with this region hosted by India in 

Jaipur. The spirit of friendship and warmth 
permeated interactions but it was more than 
just optics and routine diplomatic rituals. The 
shining vision of win-win partnership and 
substantive outcomes that emerged from the 
summit promises to redefine the contours of 
India’s relationship with what Prime Minister 
Mr Narendra Modi has called “Large Ocean 
States with vast potential.” 

Interconnected destinies  

Placing the relationship in a larger global 
context, Mr Modi alluded to the shifting of 
“the centre of gravity of global opportunities 
and challenges to the Pacific and Indian Ocean 

Indian Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi addressing the FIPIC Summit in Jaipur
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Region,” and underlined that “the fortunes of 
nations in and around the two oceans are inter-
linked.”  “Small island states may add up to small 
land area and even smaller population but they 
are as important for us as any other nation. For 
this reason, the tides that bear hopes and bring 
challenges to the shores in India and the Pacific 
Islands are the same,” he said. 

The Pacific Island countries that participated 
in the summit included Cook Islands, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Nauru, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Solomon 
Islands, Samoa, Niue, Palau, Micronesia, 
Marshall Islands, Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 
The second edition of FIPIC firmed up an 
ambitious and all-encompassing blueprint for 
accelerating this crucial strategic partnership 
across the spectrum. The summit meeting 
crystallised five big picture themes that will 
frame the edifice of this evolving relationship: 
development partnership, trade and investment, 
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sustainable marine economy/ blue economy, 
climate change and UN Security Council reforms.      

Development partnership 

Development partnership that has been in the 
making for a while got a fresh ballast with a 
host of new initiatives unveiled by India at the 
summit. During the first FIPIC summit in Fiji in 
November 2014, India had announced an increase 
of development assistance to US$200,000 from 
US$125,000 annually to each of the 14 nations 
for infrastructure and projects in diverse areas 
including solar energy. This time round, Mr Modi 
unveiled India’s offer to set up an information 
technology laboratory in each Pacific Island country 
that will enable people in the region to get access 
to tele-medicine and tele-education. In areas of 
training and capacity building, India increased the 
slots under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC) training programme, with Fiji 
getting 110 slots and the number of slots for the 
other 13 countries doubling from 119 to 238. 

Doing business 

Blending development partnership with enhanced 
trade and investment, India offered to buttress 
the development of micro, small and medium 
enterprises in the region and reinforce it with 
support for purchase of machinery for coconut 
processing and enhancing rice and sugarcane 
yields. The opening of the FIPIC trade office in 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) in New Delhi will aid in 
enhancing economic ties between the two sides. 

Prioritising health as a key component of 
resurgence of these Pacific countries, India offered 
to set up a pharmaceutical manufacturing plant and 
distribution centre in the Pacific Island region and 
offered a Lines Of Credit for the project.

Left: Ceremonial reception of the heads of the 
states participating in the FIPIC Summit 
Below: FIPIC leaders at the Taj Mahal in Agra
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Sustainable  

ocean economy 

Aligning blue economy with 
goals of sustainable development 
of marine resources, New Delhi 
announced the setting up of 
the Institute for Sustainable 
Coastal and Ocean Research 
with a network of marine biology research 
stations. To bolster maritime cooperation, 
India proposed to host an international 
conference on “Ocean Economy and Pacific 
Island Countries” in 2016 and agreed to 
provide naval support for coastal surveillance 
and hydrographic surveys. 

Space, along with ocean, emerged as a 
frontier area of cooperation, with India 
offering to assist in establishing a “Space 

Technology Applications Centre” 
in any one of the Pacific Island 
countries for the entire region. 
Given the existential threat 
posed by climate change to island 
nations, the two sides agreed to 
step up cooperation in renewables 
and envisaged proactive 

collaboration to ensure balanced and effective 
outcome at the COP 21 global climate 
summit in Paris in December.

UNSC reforms:  

Inclusive world order 

With the UN Security Council reforms 
process getting a new lease of life with the 
expected launch of text-based negotiations 
in the 70th session of the UNGA, Mr Modi 

India has 
proposed to host 
a  conference on 
Ocean Economy 

and Pacific 
Island countries
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Manish Chand is Editor-in-Chief of India Writes Network, www.indiawrites.org, a portal and 
e-magazine-journal focused on international affairs, emerging powers and the India Story

Nations Security Council in 
both categories. The FIPIC-2 
has, therefore, enlarged the 
canvas of India’s multifaceted 
partnership with the Pacific 
island states which are situated 
thousands of miles 
away but are kindred 

in spirit. The summit-level 
interaction is the beginning of a 
long journey where the two sides 
plan to walk shoulder to shoulder 
to sculpt an inclusive world order 
in sync with their shared dreams 
and aspirations.

pressed for closer consultation 
with Pacific countries on this 
crucial issue. “Your voice of 
support for India’s permanent 
membership of the Security 
Council will give the United 
Nations the global character 
and balance that mirrors 
our age.” Most Pacific countries support 
India’s candidacy for a permanent seat in 
a reformed and expanded UN Security 
Council. India, on its part, has thrown its 
weight behind Pacific Regionalism and 
expressed support for a dedicated seat for 
SIDS in an expanded and reformed United 

FIPIC-2 has 
enlarged the canvas 

of India’s multi-
faceted partnership 
with Pacific Island 

countries

Leaders of the participating nations during the FIPIC Summit in Jaipur
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The 2005 India-US nuclear deal acknowledged India’s impeccable 
non-proliferation credentials and ended its nuclear pariah status

A decade of 
123 Agreement

Above: Former Indian Prime Minister  
Mrs Indira Gandhi at Pokhran in 1974;
Right: Five nuclear tests were conducted 
at Pokhran in 1998
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When beginning to assess the 
first 10 years of the India-
US nuclear deal, it may be 
difficult to overlook the fact 

that, since the agreement was signed in 2005, 
India has not bought a single nuclear reactor 
from the US. But to dismiss the entire deal as 
the breakthrough that never came through, on 
the basis of this one factor alone, is to miss the 
proverbial forest for the trees. The deal was 
never about nuclear commerce between India 
and the US. It was something much bigger: 
Acknowledging India’s impeccable non-
proliferation credentials and ending its nuclear 
pariah status, and in the process, improving 
relations between the world’s largest democracy 
and the world’s most powerful democracy. And 
to this end, the deal has delivered: India is now 
able to import uranium from all over the world 
and is negotiating the purchase of new reactors. 
Its nuclear power generation has also increased. 
India-US relations have improved across the 
board, from trade to counter-terrorism to space 
collaboration and defence. 

India’s decision to conduct nuclear tests in 
May 1974 and then in May 1998 had prompted 
USA to put in place an ever-widening sanctions 
regime that restricted the former’s abilities 
and activities not just in the nuclear field but 
in the field of advanced technology in general. 
This meant that India’s space programmes, 
for example, could not benefit from global 
developments and were left to evolve on 
their own. There were many state-of-the-art 
weapons systems that India could not access 
because of the sanctions; transfer of any 
technology that could have dual use in military 
and civilian platforms was off-limits. 

At the bilateral level, the sanctions poisoned 
India’s relationship with the US which was 
strained from the Cold War baggage. Officially, 
India wasn’t allied to any bloc during the Cold 
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War but it had strong ties with the erstwhile 
Soviet Union than with USA. Decades later, 
as the geo-political situation around the 
world changed dramatically, and New Delhi 
and Washington DC, tried to improve ties, 
the nuclear sanctions hung like a millstone 
around their neck.  The India-US Civil Nuclear 
Cooperation or Indo-US nuclear deal is also 
known as the 123 Agreement. The framework 
for this agreement was a July 18, 2005, joint 
statement by the then Indian PM Dr Manmohan 
Singh and the then US President George W 
Bush. The US, seeking to rebalance its foreign 
policy in the Asia-Pacific, saw India’s as its lynch 
pin while India knew that even though it had 
withstood sanctions’ pressure all these year, it 
would eventually have to resolve the nuclear 
issue, especially if it was to realise its ambitions of 
becoming a major global player. Another factor 
that played into this narrative was the need for 
clean energy. The US realised nuclear power was 

Top: Former Indian Prime Minister Mr Atal Behari 
Vajpayee with the then Defence Minister Mr George 
Fernandes and Indian scientists including the then DRDO 
chief Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at the Buddha site in 1998; 
Above: Two nuclear tests were carried out in this sand 
dune surrounded by sandbags in 1998
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crucial for a booming India to secure its growing 
energy needs in a sustainable manner.

Most importantly, it was India’s stellar behaviour 
as a responsible nuclear power that compelled the 
US rid itself of what was essentially a burden from 
the past. It convinced the international community 
that it was okay to make an exception for India. And 
so, alongside the deal that India signed with the US, 
it was able to mend ways with the Nuclear Suppliers’ 
Group, which gave India permission to engage in 
nuclear commerce, even though the country isn’t 
a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty. India 
has consistently refused to sign the 
NPT because it believes that the 
treaty is unfair, allowing existing 
nuclear powers to keep their arsenals 
but prohibiting others, and also 
impinging on the right of all nations 
to access nuclear power for peaceful 
purposes. Coming back to the deal, it 

India has 
consistently 

refused to sign the 
NPT because it 
believes that the 
treaty is unfair

is noteworthy that though it was a win-
win prospect for both parties, in reality, 
leaders in Washington and Delhi had to 
fight hard to convince their colleagues 
in government and civil society. The 
then US President George W Bush had 
to make a strong case for India and why 
it deserved the exception while the then 

Indian PM Dr Manmohan Singh had to marshall the 
full weight of his office to pass the deal. 

In fact, the opposition in Delhi was surprisingly 
intense and deep-rooted. So much so that the UPA 
Government was on the verge of collapse after 
the Left parties walked out of the ruling coalition. 
Thankfully, Dr Singh won the confidence motion 
and was eventually able to get the deal ratified 
by Parliament – in 2008. In 2010, Parliament 
brought a nuclear liability law that said that in 
case of a nuclear accident, all the responsibility 
and compensation costs would be borne by the 
suppliers. This put a spanner in the works, and it 
seemed like all the hard-won gains 
from that historic deal were put 
in cold storage – until the Modi 
Government, which came to 
power in 2014, took the initiative 
to resolve the issue. A joint 
insurance pool for the suppliers is 
currently being worked out, and 
there’s reason enough to hope that 
sooner than later, India and the US 
will be able to leverage the nuclear 
deal to its full potential. 

Above: Former Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and the then 
US President Mr George Bush; Below: Indian Prime Minister Mr Narendra 
Modi with US President Mr Barack Obama

IP Nov-Dec'15.indb   33 21/10/15   5:46 PM



EXPLORE

n  3 4   n  N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

Get closer to nature on enchanting houseboats in Kashmir and Kerala

Lap of luxury on
a houseboat

text  |  Supriya Aggarwal 
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Kashmiri 
houseboats are 
made of cedar 

woods with 
intricate wooden 

carvings

Houseboats, also known as water 
cruises, have always been a major 
attraction for travellers, both from 
India and abroad. Whether you are 

a first-time vacationer on a houseboat or are 
an experienced cruiser, a team of professionally 
trained crew pampers you with 
the best of services. Chartering 
the two extreme corners of the 
country, Kashmir and Kerala, these 
regions represent two distinct 
worlds. Right from culture, 
architecture, natural beauty, 
services and amenities, houseboats 

have their own charm. If Kashmir is like an 
exquisite stage, the houseboats on Dal Lake are 
Shakespearean dramas that everyone wants 
to watch. On the other hand, the beautiful 
houseboats in God’s Own Country, Kerala, 
boasts of traditional architecture. 

Paradise afloat

Immerse yourself in the charm of 
the hills in the Kashmir Valley. The 
view of the mighty Himalayas from 
a houseboat in the middle of Dal 
Lake is simply breathtaking. Living 
on water is a part of Kashmiri 

A string of houseboats on Dal Lake, Kashmir
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The architecture of Kashmiri houseboats is majorly influenced by the British colonial era
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tradition and no visit to the Paradise on Earth 
is complete without a visit to these grand 
wooden boats. Detached from the madness 
of city life, these marvellous wonders 
transport you to a world of serenity. Many 
of these boats redefine luxury with their 
lavish rooms which open up on a terrace 
where one can sip Kashmiri kahwa in the 
evenings and a verandah where one can 
wake up to experience the glorious sunrise 
from behind the mountains. Each boat has a 
separate kitchen which also acts as home to 
the boat keeper and his family who attend 
to the guests.

Classified in similar fashion to hotels on 
comfort and services parameters, a majority 
of houseboats in Kashmir speaks of the 
grandeur of the British colonial era. During 
imperial rule, a number of Britishers visited 
the Valley frequently and a new chapter in 
economy got triggered. This is one of the 
primary reasons one gets to see colonial era 
motifs and large window panes on these 
boats. But it is not only the pre-Independence 
era that witnessed a surge in houseboats. 
In 1966, sitar maestro Ravi Shankar taught 
legendary musician George Harrison to play 
the sitar on one of the houseboats here.

MUST KNOW

Another soothing aspect of holidaying in 
Kashmir is the shikara ride. These wooden boats 

are one of the best ways to enjoy the picturesque 
landscape and like Venetian gondolas, these are 

the cultural symbol of the state
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Soak in the beauty of the backwaters and 
lush green and palm fringed landscape 
while on a houseboat in Kerala. 
Known as Kettuvalam, these boats 
were traditionally used to transfer rice 
and spices from the hills to the market 
towns and have now been converted 

into floating hotels. Made by tying huge 
planks of jackwood together, great 
amount of skill and precision is required 
to make these houseboats. Interestingly, 
not a single iron nail is used in their 
construction. Earlier, an entire clan of 
artisans was dedicated to make these 

Backwater beauty
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MUST KNOW

Kumbalangi 
backwaters, a part 

of Vembanad Lake, 
located near Kochi is 
famous for its village 
tourism, where small 

canoes are used to 
navigate a maze of 

mangrove forests
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houseboats. Today, these have become 
an innovative way of holidaying and very 
proudly represent the unique culture of the 
southern state. 

The backwaters of Kerala are a crisscrossed 
network of lakes, lagoons, canals and rivers. 
The best way to move around the backwaters 
is to hire a private houseboat 
which generally travels around 40-
50 km through the backwaters in a 
single day. One gets to experience 
local life and laze around during 
afternoons while sipping coconut 
water and gazing at coconut 
palms, jackfruits, papayas and 
mango groves. One can stop at 
one of the banks and take a stroll among the 
whitewashed homes and churches and hire a 
houseboat for as little as a day or as long as a 
week. The sunsets are sublime and most people 
opt for an overnight hire which includes a 
serene sleep in the middle of nowhere, in a lake 
or any other peaceful spot.

You can move around in traditional 
thatched roof houseboats in the backwaters 
of Alleppey, one of the best places to hire 
a boat in the state or choose to go on an 
adventurous ride through Kumarakom, 
Alumkadavu (near Kollam) and Kottayam. 
Vembanad is the most accessible backwaters 

where the Vembanad Lake 
opens to sea at the Cochin 
Harbour, dotted with 
interconnected islands that 
adorn the Queen of the Arabian 
Sea. The southern Vembanad 
Lake is known for its large 
expanse of water, sandwiched 
between districts of Alappuzha 

and Kottayam. Houseboat tourism, 
makes these backwaters popular where 
tourists can stay overnight in luxurious 
houseboats, enjoying the natural beauty 
and wind off their stress. You can combine 
your houseboat cruise with an ayurvedic 
treatment. Enjoy this cruise of a lifetime!

One gets to 
experience local 

life and laze 
around while 

on a houseboat 
in Kerala

Above: Travellers enjoying the scenic beauty of Kerala backwaters; Facing page: Steering wheel of a houseboat in Kerala
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Wildlife resorts in India are ideal for 
adventure with a touch of luxury amid 
natural surroundings

Green 
and wild

text  |  Anil Mulchandani

India is one of the most rewarding 
nations for a wildlife holiday with 
scores of national parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries that support a diversity of 

mammals, avians and reptiles. As some of 
the national parks and sanctuaries reopen 
in October after being closed during the 
monsoon months, we take you to five 
resorts to get up close and personal with 
some of the country’s most sought-after 
flora and fauna. Whether it is the ethno-
chic Kabini Orange County in the south 
or the ultra-luxe Oberoi Vanyavilas in the 
north, each of these resorts is ideal for a 
green holiday. 

KABINI ORANGE COUNTY

Nagarhole National Park, Karnataka
The Kabini River, along the southern boundary 
of Nagarhole National Park, offers fine views 
of herds of elephants that come to feed on fresh 
grass and drink water as well as bathe in the 
backwaters of Kabini Dam. As you approach 
the resort from Mysore, Kabini Orange County 
looks like a tribal village with its mud-plastered 
traditional entrance and thatched roofs of low-
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rise buildings. The cottages look like tribal huts 
with mud-and-dung plaster, cane doors framed 
from eucalyptus trees and exposed thatched 
roofs. You can choose from pool huts which 
have large dining, drawing/ bedroom areas 
with an open courtyard and a private pool else 
opt for open-to-sky jacuzzi huts. 

The resort’s motorboats takes guests on a 
wildlife tour where they can watch a variety 
of waterbirds like lesser eagles, waterfowls, 
adjutant storks, black-headed and kingfishers. 
As reservoir water recedes over months, the 
fresh grass is a big draw for Asiatic elephants, 
sambars and Indian bison. 

You can opt for a boat to cross over from 
the resort to the entrance of the Nagarhole 
National Park from where the resort’s vehicles 
take guests on a wildlife safari. Nagarhole 
is known for its herbivore density – besides 
elephants, you get to see herds of Indian 
bison, spotted deer, sambar deer, barking deer, 
wild boars, tigers, leopards, sloth bears and 
wild dogs. 

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between May and November

  HOW TO REACH 
Kabini is 245 km from Bengaluru and 
90 km from Mysore. 

  MUST DO 
Vehicle safari at Nagarhole National Park or 
boat safari to either Nagarhole or Bandipur 
National Parks. Not-to-be-missed is a trip 
on a coracle, a traditional round boat as it 
drifts slowly down the Kabini River. 
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OBEROI VANYAVILAS

Ranthambore National Park, Rajasthan
One of the country’s best tiger reserves, 
Ranthambore National Park is the place to catch 
a glimpse of tigers and leopards. At the edge of 
the forest, Oberoi Vanyavilas is one of the most 
opulent wildlife resorts in India. An impressive 
gateway leads through the garden to the lobby 
which has frescoes inspired by Mughal and 
Rajasthani art, mostly depicting wildlife. Take 
the path from here to the ultra-luxurious tents 
organised in residential clusters. 

The resort’s custom-modified vehicles take 
guests for safaris through the diverse landscape 
of flat-topped hills, razor-sharp ridges, rocky 
gorges and flat-bottomed valleys along lakes 
and watercourses. Herds of spotted deer and 
sambars are commonly spotted while nilgais and 
gazelles are possible sightings too. One needs 
to be patient as chances of sighting a tiger, a 
leopard or a sloth bear is only possible over four 
to five safaris. 

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between November and May

  HOW TO REACH 
Ranthambore National Park is 180 km 
from Jaipur and 440 km from Delhi. 
Oberoi Vanyavilas is 10 minutes drive 
from the Park.

  MUST DO  
Visit the historic Ranthambore Fort, 
9 km from the hotel or Surwal Lake, 
17 km away.
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THE FERN GIR FOREST RESORT 

Gir National Park & Wildlife Sanctuary, Gujarat
Most visitors who arrive at Gir National Park 
and Wildlife Sanctuary get to see the big cats 
over a few safaris. Near Sasan village, the 
headquarters of Gir National Park, Fern Gir 
Forest Resort has the lion’s ochraceous brown 
fur as its signature colour. The sprawling 
resort’s low-rise structures that encompass 
the dining, drawing and residential areas are 
built largely using limestone and other local 
material of Gujarat’s Saurashtra region in 
which Gir falls. Pathways lined with plants and 

bushes lead to the 40 rooms that include villas, 
cottages and tents, each with modern-day 
conveniences. 

Open vehicles can be hired for drives in 
the highly undulating terrain of the sanctuary. 
There are likely chances of spotting a lion 
during morning and evening hours while 
the latter is better for leopard. Spotted deer, 
sambars and nilgais are frequently sighted. The 
habitat is excellent for eagles and other birds of 
prey while many colourful birds abound.

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between December and March

  HOW TO REACH 
The resort is 60 km from Junagadh, 160 km from 
Rajkot and 390 km from Ahmedabad.

  MUST DO 
Plan a visit to the Crocodile Rearing Centre else 
get to Somnath Temple, 46 km away. You could 
also enjoy the day at Kamleshwar Dam. 
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TAJ MAHUA KOTHI 

Bandhavgarh National Park, Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh is justly known as the tiger 
state of the world and its tiger reserves like 
Kanha, Bandhavgarh, Panna and Pench rarely 
disappoint visitors looking for the magnificent 
big cat. One of the finest places to stay at 
Bandhavgarh is Taj Mahua Kothi, located 
about 20 minutes from the entrance to the park 
with one of the highest tiger densities. Spread 
across 40 acres, the resort gets its name from 
the mahua tree which abounds the complex 
and the restored traditional haveli-like house 

called kothi. The cottages here are built in 
tribal architectural style. 

The resort’s luxe open vehicles with 
English-speaking drivers take you around 
the Bandhavgarh National Park. Chances of 
tiger sightings are good over a few drives. 
Spotted deer, sambars, barking deer, blue 
bulls, gazelles, jackals, jungle cats, mongoose 
and other mammals are likely to be taken 
while sloth bear and leopard are also present in 
large numbers.

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between October and June

  HOW TO REACH 
The National Park is 190 km from Jabalpur and 
270 km from Khajuraho.

  MUST DO 
Visit Kanha National Park famnous for its swamp 
deer or Khajuraho group of monuments and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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DIPHLU RIVER LODGE

Kaziranga National Park, Assam
Kaziranga has around three-fourth share of the 
world population of one-horned rhinoceros. The 
park boasts of a thriving population of elephants, 
wild buffaloes, tigers and swamp deer among 15 
endangered mammal species, about 490 species 
of birds including Bengal Florican and Lesser 
Adjutant and reptiles like monitor lizards, pythons 
and king cobras. 

Diphlu River Lodge is the classiest place to stay 
near the park, smartly combining a rustic theme 

with modern conveniences. With intricately 
woven sloping roofs, the cottages bear a confluence 
of Assamese and Colonial touches. The best 
introduction to Kaziranga is the Central Range 
where you can book elephant and vehicle safaris. 
While the chances of spotting rhinos and elephants 
is more, you can have a rare meeting with the tiger. 
The Western Range has shorter grass and optimum 
rhino habitat. It is the best area to watch and 
capture the one-horned rhino through your lens. 

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between November and April

  HOW TO REACH 
Kaziranga is 200 km from Guwahati 
and 290 km from Shillong.

  MUST DO 
Visit the beautiful tea gardens of 
Borchapori and Methoni, Kakochang 
Waterfalls and Deoparbat Ruins.

IP Nov-Dec'15.indb   47 21/10/15   5:47 PM



PROGRESS

n  4 8   n  N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

After bringing one-third of domestic cardholders under its ambit, Rupay, 
India’s own payment gateway, is all set to launch its credit card

RuPay: India’s own 
plastic currency

When the National 
Payments Corporation 
of India (NPCI) 
launched India’s first 

card payment network in 2014, little 
would it have thought that RuPay would 
give global peers, Visa and MasterCard, 
a run for their money in a year. Today, 
India has around 580 million debit cards 
of which around 162 million are RuPay 
debit cards. And as NPCI announced 
recently, RuPay credit cards will be out in 
the market early next year. 

Rupay, conceived by NPCI under the 
guidance of the Reserve Bank of India, 
allowed millions of Indians to make 
online or cashless offline transactions or 
withdraw money from ATMs. RuPay was 
the seventh payment gateway in the world 
at the time of its launch, making India one 
of the few countries that can boast of its 
domestic card payment network. 

At present, despite having one-third of 
the customer base in terms of the number 
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of cards issued, RuPay consists of 15 per cent 
transaction base. With the launch of the credit 
cards, NPCI is planning to increase it up to 50 
per cent over the next few years. The NPCI and 
the Union Finance Ministry is collaborating 
with USAID to carry out field research on 
preferences of banks and customers in rural 
India regarding the usage of cards. 

RuPay has also tied up with India 
Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) and launched IRCTC 
RuPay card which can be used to 
buy tickets and make payments at 
merchant locations like restaurants, 
shops or carry out online 
transactions. 

As a result, the banks and the 
customers in India gain in three 
major ways by using RuPay card 
compared to a Visa or MasterCard gateway. 
One, the transaction fee for using RuPay is 
almost 40 per cent lower for banks compared to 
using international gateways. Second, since the 
transaction happens in India itself, payment is 
made faster and in Rupees which saves time and 
foreign exchange. Three, banks do not have to 
pay any joining or annual fees to RuPay unlike 
its international competitors and the cost does 

not get passed on to the customers. Therefore, 
India’s own domestic card goes a long way in 
securing the goal of financial inclusion where 
all citizens will be brought under a unified 
banking system. 

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana aimed 
at eradicating “financial untouchability” by 
opening bank accounts for all Indian citizens, 
by offering them a RuPay debit card and an 
accidental insurance of `1 lakh. Once the 

customer’s savings and credit 
habits are judged, in the second 
phase, they could access over draft 
facilities and eventually access even 
insurance and pension facilities in 
the unorganised sector.

According to the Census in 2011, 
58.7 per cent Indian households had 
access to banking facilities whereas 

a World Bank Survey in 2012 showed only 35 
per cent Indian adults having access to a formal 
banking account while only 8 per cent borrowed 
from a formal bank in the last one year. The 
new scheme had promised to turn this reality 
around and the RuPay debit card, in this sense, 
is an intrinsic part of India’s progress towards 
the goal of inclusive growth through ensuring 
financial inclusion.

Since the 
transaction 
happens in 

India, payment 
is made faster 
and in Rupees

RuPay has tied up with IRCTC and launched 
IRCTC RuPay card which can be used to buy 
tickets and make payments at merchant locations

debits cards in India are RuPay debit cards lower transaction fee
580 million 162 million 40%
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Indian Film Festival in Russia is expanding the 
reach of Indian cinema by screening films, 
promoting filmmakers and increasing avenues 
of cross-cultural and economic exchanges

Bollywood
goes Russian

text  | Aarti Kapur Singh

It was in 2014 that Russia hosted the 
first-ever Indian Film Festival in 
Moscow. It featured films, Indian 
classical dance concerts, film and 

art exhibitions, cuisine meets, costume 
and dance performances. While last year, 
filmmaker Imtiaz Ali, veteran actor Hema 
Malini and actor Manoj Tiwari wowed fans 
in the Russian capital, in 2015, the director in 
focus was filmmaker Shoojit Sircar of Piku, 
Madras Café and Vicky Donor fame. Dil 
Dhadakne Do, Tanu Weds Manu Returns 
and Haider were also showcased during 

the four-day event between September 
3-6. Not just an exhibition of Indian 
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IFF-R aims at 
bridging the 

gap between the 
entertainment 
industries in 

India and Russia

culture, dance and drama, the Indian Film 
Festival in Russia (IFF-R) aims at bridging 
the gap between the entertainment industries 
of India and Russia. IFF-R is committed 
to expanding the reach and appreciation 
of Indian cinema and culture by screening 
films, promoting filmmakers, supporting 
performers, making business exchanges easier 
and increasing the avenues of cross-cultural and 
economic exchanges.

History

During the erstwhile USSR days, movies from 
Hollywood and Western countries were banned. 
It was in times like those that Bollywood 
became its only chosen entertainment option. 
The optimism as well as socialistic 
themes and the triumph of good 
over evil were common emotions 
that films of both countries evoked. 
The background of emergence 
from imperial rule for India and the 
rebuilding of Russia after World 
War II were common pain points 
too. The intellectuals and creative 
minds in India of the 1950s were inspired 
by Soviet socialism. Indian People’s Theatre 
Association (IPTA) attracted leftists such as 
Balraj Sahni, Kaifi Azmi, Ali Sardar Jafri and 

Indian actor Ayushmann Khurana at the inauguration function

An Indian dance performance during the opening ceremony

Khwaja Ahmad Abbas. These were stalwarts 
who drew inspiration from classic Soviet 
literature and ideas. A case in point is adaptation 
of Maxim Gorky’s Lower Depths by Abbas who 
penned Neecha Nagar. The movie, made in 
1946, was directed by filmmaker Chetan Anand.
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When actor-filmmaker Raj Kapoor waltzed 
on rural Indian roads singing Mera joota hai 
Japani..., he not only created 
the iconic Indian tramp but 
also marched into the hearts of 
several fans worldwide. Another 
of Kapoor’s movie, Awara, was 
dubbed in Russian and released 
as Brodiaga (The Vagabond). It was 
a blockbuster in Russia. 
Awara hoon..., the title song from 
the movie, was played at official banquets as 
well as to greet Indians in Russia! Among global 

mass audiences that Raju (character played by 
Raj Kapoor) touched were one of the largest 

regions (at that time) in the world, 
the erstwhile Soviet Union. 
A more commercial venture 
was Changez Khan (1957), a film 
on the legendary warrior Genghis 
Khan. The character, played by 
actor Prem Nath, had songs about 
Yarkand, Tashkent and Samarkand. 
Later, Kapoor’s Mera Naam 

Joker, that also starred Russian actress Kseniya 
Ryabinkina ran to packed houses in erstwhile 

Raj Kapoor’s 
Mera Naam 

Joker, starring 
Kseniya 

Ryabinkina, ran 
to packed houses
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USSR. A few years later, Hema Malini’s Sita Aur 
Gita and Mithun Chakraborty’s Disco Dancer 
became a rage too. In fact, Hema Malini went 
on record to say how touched she was to learn 
of children in Moscow who aped her tightrope 
act and mannerisms from the film. 

Co-productions

While geographically, the political boundaries 
of Russia may have shrunk, their hearts have 
only expanded to take in more and more of 
Indian cinema, especially Bollywood. In 1957, 
Abbas directed the Hindi version of a joint 
Indo-Soviet production Pardesi (English title 
- Journey Beyond Three Seas), a somewhat 
plodding film based on Russia’s greatest 
adventurer-traveller, Afanasy Nikitin. The 
character was played by Oleg Strizhenov and 
also starred Nargis Dutt.

In 1980, Alibaba Aur Chaalis Chor, 
directed by Latif Faiziyev and Umesh Mehra 
and written by Shanti Prakash Bakshi and 
Boris Saakov was another Indo-Soviet 
collaboration. Shashi Kapoor, in 1991, 
made Ajooba with Russian collaboration. It 
released as Vozvrashcheniye Bagdadskogo 
Vora in Russia. The same year saw Mithun 
Chakraborty starring with Irina Kushnareva 
in Shikari.

More recently, Bollywood movies shot in 
Russia include Agent Vinod, Saat Khoon Maaf, 
Lucky: No Time For Love, Khiladiyon Ka 
Khiladi and Players.

Road ahead

The credence Russians give to Bollywood can 
be understood by the fact that Russian Prime 
Minister Mr Dmitry Medvev, during his 2010 
India tour (he was then the President), took 
time out to visit Yash Raj Studios to meet 
Indian actors to rekindle his country’s old 
relationship. Bollywood has brought India and 
Russia closer in the past and it can help the 
two superpowers benefit from sharing each 
other’s strengths in future too. 

Indian Film Festivals Worldwide 
(IFFW), teamed up with the 
Director of IFF-R, Dr Sarfraz Alam 
to mould the events and activities 
in Moscow in a way no other film 
festival in Russia has offered. The 
IFF-R is being entirely organised 
by IFFW to serve Indian and 
international film fraternity who 
want to reach a cross-section of 
audiences in Russia
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Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana endeavours to provide access 
to financial services to every household in an affordable manner

For nation’s 
economic stability

To ensure access to various financial 
services like availability of basic 
savings bank account, access to need 
based credit, remittances facility, 

insurance and pension to the excluded sections 
ie weaker sections and low income groups, 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana was 
introduced. This penetration, at an affordable 
cost, is possible with effective use of technology. 

Formally launched on August 28, 2014, the 
scheme is a breakthrough step toward economic 

stability and amelioration of the status of the 
poor. The scheme incorporates six pillars, the 
first three to be implemented under Phase 
I (August 15, 2014-August 15, 2105) which 
includes universal access to banking facilities, 
financial literary programmes and bestowing 
basic banking accounts after satisfactory 
operation for six months with deliverance of 
Kisan Credit Card, RuPay debit card with in-built 
accident insurance cover of `1 lakh which must 
be used, at least, once in 45 days and `5,000 

Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi launching the Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana 
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overdraft facility at 12 per cent interest rate per 
annum to one person in the family. Phase II 
will focus on the creation of Credit Guarantee 
Fund for coverage of defaults in overdraft 
accounts and unorganised sector pension scheme 
like Swavlamban. In this phase, the formerly 
uncovered areas would come on 
the surface. 

The other benefits include life 
insurance cover of `30,000 to all 
account holders with RuPay card to 
the breadwinners of the family who 
are opening a bank account for the 
first time and fall in the age group 
of 18-59. Bank account holders need 
not open a new account to avail the benefits, 
however, they can submit an application to the 
concerned branch to enable them to get a RuPay 
debit card. 

The RBI, for the implementation of the 
scheme, has enabled creation of small accounts 
where people who do not own valid documents 

These accounts 
would be 

termed as “small 
accounts” and 
would be valid 
for 12 months

or Aadhaar card can get a bank account by 
submitting two copies of signed photographs 
at the bank branch. These accounts would be 
termed as “small accounts” and would be valid 
for 12 months unless the account holder shows 
the proof that he/ she has applied for an official 

valid document. 
According to official records 

updated till the first week of October 
2015, a total of 14.63 crore bank 
accounts were opened in Public 
Sector Banks. Of these, 8.07 crore 
were in the rural belt and 6.56 crore 
in urban areas. Regional rural banks 
witnessed 3.35 crore bank accounts 

being opened under the scheme with 2.86 crore 
in rural and 0.48 crore in urban areas. The 
numbers were comparatively lesser in private 
banks with only 0.43 crore accounts opening in 
rural areas and 0.29 crore in the urban belt. Thus, 
a total of 18.70 crore accounts were opened 
(11.37 crore in rural and 7.33 in urban). 
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Astrosat satellite mission endeavours for a detailed 
understanding of our universe

Eye in 
the sky

text  |  Aarti Kapur Singh

To help scientists intensify 
space exploration efforts 
by studying distant celestial 
objects and conduct deeper 

analysis of star systems, India launched its 
maiden dedicated multi-wavelength space 
observatory, Astrosat, on September 28 from 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre on board a 
PSLV-XL vehicle.

After the success of satellite-borne Indian 
X-ray Astronomy Experiment, launched in 
1996, Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) initiated the development of Astrosat 
as a full-fledged astronomy satellite in 2004. 
The mission took 11 years of dedicated 
research and aims to gather fresh data on the 
evolution of the universe. “This will herald 
a new era in astronomical research. Astrosat 
marks a new era in astronomical research. So 
far, scientists were dependent on data relayed 
by platforms manned by NASA or European 
Space Agency. Now, India has its own eye 
in the sky to study radiation bands in space 
that tell us about what is going on out there,” 
said K Kasturirangan who had initiated the 
Astrostat project as ISRO chairman. 

Astrosat had a liftoff mass of around 
1,513 kg and was launched into a 650 km orbit 
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inclined at an angle of 6 degree to the equator 
by PSLV-C30. After injection into the orbit, the 
two solar panels of Astrosat automatically get 
deployed in quick succession. The spacecraft 
control centre at Mission Operations Complex 
of ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command 
Network (ISTRAC) at Bengaluru will manage 
the satellite during its mission life. The `180 
crore Astrosat will spew data gathered by five 
instruments on board. While the primary 
strength of Astrosat is in observing high energy 
events and objects through its strong X-ray 
toolkit, the instruments aboard Astrosat can 
observe a wider spectrum - from visible light to 
the ultraviolet and X-ray bands. This has been 
a limitation in most other telescopes set up in 
space by NASA also. The Astrosat telescope is 
not only more powerful but capable of gathering 
data within the X-ray bands - making it a 
perfect multi-tasker.

Till date, the Hubble Space Telescope, a 
NASA-ESA joint venture, has been the biggest 
space observatory in the world. Astrosat may 
only be one-tenth in size compared to Hubble 
but it makes India only the fourth country (after 
USA, Russia and Japan) to have an operational 
space observatory for astronomical observations 
of its own.

Astrosat’s scientific focus
•	 Simultaneous multi-wavelength monitoring 

of intensity variations in broad range of 
cosmic sources.

•	 Monitoring the X-ray sky for new transients.

•	 Sky surveys in the hard X-ray and UV bands.

•	 Broadband spectroscopic studies of X-ray 
binaries, AGN, SNRs, clusters of galaxies and 
stellar coronae.

•	 Studies of periodic and non-periodic variability 
of X-ray sources.

Facing Page: A three-dimensional view of Astrosat; 
Below: Astrosat before its integration with PSLV-C30
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Setting an example for all 
to follow, the Karnataka 
State Cricket Association 
(KSCA) has taken steps 

towards protecting the environment. 
With a 410-KW solar plant, 
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium 
in Bengaluru has 
added another entry 
to its envious list of 
achievements.

Chinnaswamy stadium 
is where legendary 
West Indian players Viv 
Richards and Gordon 
Greenidge made their 
Test debuts, Sunil 
Gavaskar played the epic Test innings 
in the decider against Pakistan in 1987 
and Anil Kumble got his 400th wicket. 
The stadium is now the world’s first 
solar-powered cricket stadium.

Taking inspiration from the 
Germany Club SC Freiburg’s 

fully solar-powered stadium, 
Dreisamstadion, the `3.8 crore project 
was commissioned in February 2015 
and is not only KSCA’s ticket to 
reduced power consumption but also 
begins the stadium’s innings of clean 
power and reduced green house gas 

emissions. Planned by 
RenXSol Ecotech Pvt Ltd, 
a Bengaluru-based solar 
solutions enterprise and 
executed by MRO-TEK, 
this project will ensure 
reduction of carbon 
footprints.

According to KSCA 
spokesperson Vinay 

Mruthyunjaya, the bi-directional 
net metering project under the 
BESCOM’s (Bangalore Electricity 
Supply Company) grid-connected 
solar rooftop scheme is an initial step 
towards meeting the total electricity 
requirement with solar power. 

Bengaluru’s Chinnaswamy Stadium is the 
first cricket ground to install solar panels 
and reduce carbon footprint

A new 
innings

text  |  Shashi Kumari 

KSCA is 
generating about 

410 KW power 
which is around 
40% of the total 

requirement
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“Whatever power we are generating 
is meant for the consumption in the 
stadium. Right now, we are generating 
about 410 KW which is about 40 per cent 
of the total requirement,” Mruthyunjaya 
said, adding the target is to generate 
1,000 KW of the required electricity per 
year through solar panels.

While it was a big challenge to install 
solar photovoltaic modules 
on the rooftop on eastern 
side of the stadium, structures 
of mild steel and aluminum 
were specially designed 
to fix 1,422 units of solar 
photovoltaic modules on it. 
The roof was restored for 
waterproofing and catwalk 
structure, safety rails and arrangement for 
manual and automatic water cleaning of 
the modules was taken care of for easy and 
safe maintenance.

In its bid to make the stadium 
completely solar-powered, the KSCA is 
targetting to start the next phase of the 

project by the end of 2016. 
“The aim is to go green at 
the earliest but that would, 
however, depend on the 
funds we can generate by 
next year. We would be 
requiring, at least, `6-7 
crore to make the stadium 
completely reliant on solar 

energy,” Mruthyunjaya added. 
Once the entire installation process is 

completed, it aims at reducing 600 tonnes 
of carbon emissions annually and the 
stadium could well join the illustrious list 
of fully solar-powered stadiums in the 
world soon.

Solar panels at Chinnaswamy Stadium

The project has 300Wp, 72 
cells, multi-crystalline solar 
panels, with 20 kW Grid Tie 
type String Inverters, evacuated 
with bi-directional metering 
to BESCOM at HT level of 
11 KV substation, under the 
new BESCOM Net Metering 
Solar Policy. The excess power 
will be sent to the BESCOM 
and Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA) will be paid 
`9.56 per unit, thus generating 
additional income for the 
cricket body. 

We would be 
requiring ̀ 6-7 
crore to make  
the stadium 

reliant on  
solar energy
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Kochi International Airport is the first 
aerodome in the world to function 
solely on solar power

Kochi Airport
goes green

text  |  Vani Malik

The Indian aviation sector had 
something more to cheer 
about recently when the Kochi 
International Airport achieved the 

distinction of becoming the first aerodome 
in the world to function completely on solar 

power. The airport is also the first one to have 
been built under the Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) model. 

The 12MWp solar plant comprising of 
46,150 solar panels laid across 45 acres near the 
cargo complex at the airport was inaugurated 
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by Kerala chief minister Oommen Chandy on 
August 18, 2015. Built at a cost of `62 crore, the 
solar power plant is producing 50,000-60,000 
units of electricity per day to be consumed for 
all its operational functions. Technically, it 
means the airport is absolutely power neutral. 

Vision 
It all started with the aim to save on electricity 
bills and generate 48,000 units a day, the daily 
power consumption by Cochin International 
Airport Limited (CIAL). A 100 kW peak (kWp) 
rooftop photovoltaic (PV) plant on its arrivals 

The landmark Kochi International Airport
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terminal was built in 2013 as a first step. This 
was followed by a 1 MWp photovoltaic plant 
that was split between the rooftop and the 
ground at its aircraft maintenance hangar 
facility. Making these plants an exception from 
the others, they are enabled with Supervisory 
Control And Data Acquisition (SCADA) 
systems for remote monitoring. 

Result 
Till date, the initiative has 
saved more than 550 MT of 
carbon dioxide emissions, 
contributing to the efforts of 
CIAL towards minimising 
environmental degradation. 
Over the next 25 years, the 
plant is set to have the impact equivalent to 
planting three million trees or not driving 
750 miles as well as a reduction of 300,000 
tonnes of carbon emissions during the 
same period. 

On this rare achievement, CIAL managing 
director VJ Kurian said, “When we had 
realised that the power bill is on the higher 

side, we contemplated possibilities. Then the 
idea of tapping green power came in. We 
consume around 48,000 unit (KWh) a day 
so if we can produce the same, that too by 
strictly adhering to the green and sustainable 
development model of infrastructure 
development that we always follow, it would 
transcend a message to the world. Now it has 

become the world’s first airport 
that fully operates on solar power. 
In fact, we are producing a few 
megawatt extra energy which is 
being contributed to the state’s 
power grid.”

Helping hand 

Aiming to produce more 
electricity than required, the CIAL has plans 
to sell electricity units to the Kerala State 
Electricity Board (KSEB). In fact, Kochi 
Airport has now become an inspiration for all 
other airports in the country as this plant has 
a capacity to produce 18 million units of solar 
power every year – the power equivalent to 
feed 10,000 homes for one year.

The initiative  
has helped 

save more than 
550MT  

of carbon dioxide 
emissions

Solar panels at the Kochi International Airport
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INNOVATION

Union Minister of Science and Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan at CSIR-IIP

By innovating conversion of plastic into clean diesel, Indian  
scientists have taken the first step towards fulfilling Mr Narendra 
Modi’s Make in India dream

When plastic
turns to diesel

text  |  Rajanya Bose

Tonnes of plastic buckets, mugs, 
toothpaste caps and other waste 
material is guzzled up by a giant 
machine which, in turn, produces 

the cleanest grade of diesel. Researchers at the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 

- Indian Institute of Petroleum (CSIR-IIP), a 
part of the CSIR, have achieved this significant 
success in reducing national dependence on 
fossil fuels by converting plastic into diesel. 
And the Indian Railways will use it as fuel 
for its trains soon. 
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Railways to attain self-sufficiency to meet its 
own energy requirements,” he said. 

The green technology is available in 
the US, Germany and Japan and could 

produce LPG as a byproduct. 
Apart from this, CSIR-IIP has 
announced a breakthrough in 
technology to make low carbon 
jet fuel from inedible drought-
resistant jatropha plant. The 
plant is being seen as a big step 
forward in Prime Minister Mr 
Narendra Modi’s Make In India 

initiative which aims to transform the 
country into a global manufacturing hub. 
The programme also aims to increase the 
share of manufacturing in the country’s 

The major aim of 
the programme 

is to ensure 
sustainable 

growth in the 
country

In fact, Indian Railways plans to set up 
plants to manufacture diesel for mechanical 
traction with technology patented by CSIR-
IIP scientists in Dehradun. On a visit to 
CSIR-IIP, Union Minister for 
Science and Technology and 
vice president, CSIR, Dr Harsh 
Vardhan said the plant will be 
available to convert one tonne 
of plastic into 850 litres of 
cleanest grade of diesel. “Indian 
Railways uses almost 2.7 billion 
litres of diesel every year which 
it procures through open bids from state-run 
oil marketing companies and private players. 
The new plant, apart from producing clean 
energy, will be the first step for the Indian 
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gross domestic product from 16 per cent to 
25 per cent by 2022. The major aim of the 
programme is to ensure sustainable growth 
where the expansion of the manufacturing 
sector is not at the cost of the environment.

The new plant built by Indian Railways 
aims to score big on three counts: 
innovation, as it uses a technology that 
CSIR-IIP will hold the patent for; domestic 
manufacturing and sustainability for 
producing cleaner diesel. The technology 
that turns plastic waste from a nuisance 
into a clean energy resource and continuing 
research and innovation showcases India’s 
commitment to fight climate change 
effectively. Moreover, the Government’s 
decision to support clean energy innovations 
is crucial ahead of the international climate 
change discussions in Paris in December and 
in meeting Mr Modi’s target of consisting 20 
per cent of its total energy build of renewable 
energy by 2022.
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The International Coir Museum in Alappuzha, Kerala, acquaints 
visitors about coir and its uses

Coir: The 
revolutionary fibre

text  |  Prachi Bari
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Have you ever wondered 
what happens to the husk 
of coconut trees? If not, 
then it is time you plan a 

trip to the International Coir Museum 
in Alappuzha in the state of Kerala. 
Set amid the lazy backwaters of the 
town, the first-of-its-kind museum 
in the world acquaints you on coir’s 
journey from being a fibrous material 
found between the hard, internal shell 
and the outer coat of a coconut to 
being used to create ropes, doormats, 
mattresses, floor tiles and sacks.

Lately, the Central Government 
is planning to give a boost to the coir 
sector by sanctioning around 1,000 
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franchisees to sell coir products and by 
marketing them through expos within 
India and foreign countries. Under the 
Coir Udyami Yojana, the Government 
has been imparting training to youth 
and entrepreneurs for augmenting 
production and thereby attracting the 
new generation to the sector.

The idea of setting up an International 
Coir Museum was conceived by Coir 
Board chairman Prof G Balachandran 
which turned into reality in May 2014. 
The museum showcases the history of the 
coir industry, beginning from the setting 
up of the first coir factory, Darragh Smail 
& Company, to the latest technologies 
developed in coir industry which aim 
at bringing about a total revolution 
through “mechanisation, modernisation, 
diversification and commercialisation. 
When you walk in to the compound of 

Artefacts  
on display

The museum showcases the history of the coir industry
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the museum, it has five halls that enlighten 
visitors about coir.

History Hall

The hall takes you to the bygone era of James 
Darragh and Henry Smail whose busts are 
placed alongside a wall that 
signifies the first coir factory 
established by the duo in 1959. 
Darragh came to Alleppey, the 
chief port of the state and started 
the first coir factory, Darragh 
Smail & Company, with Henry 
Smail. Visitors also get to know 
that ropes made from coconut fibre 
were used in ancient times and 
Indian navigators who sailed the seas to China, 
Java, Malaya and Gulf of Arabia used coir for 
their ship ropes. Not many are aware that a coir 
industry in the United Kingdom was recorded 
before the second half of the 19th century.

The idea of 
setting up the 
museum was 
conceived by 
Coir Board 

chairman Prof  
G Balachandran

Retting Hall

The traditional method of natural retting 
practised in India consists of soaking the husk 
in backwaters for around a year. This hall 
showcases the traditional methods of fibre 
extraction by retting of coconut husk and fibre 

extraction by rural women.
 

Spinning Hall

The spinning of coir fibre was 
earlier carried out by hands or 
charkhas (spinning wheels). 
This hall displays traditional 
spinning as well as spinning 
units known as ratts. The latest 
version of motorised ratts are also 

exhibited here.
 

Machinery Hall

The hall showcases all the equipment used for 
extraction of coir fibre from coconut husk, 
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spinning into coir yarn and weaving into 
coir products. The Central Coir Research 
Institute, Kalavoor and the Central Institute 
of Coir Technology, the R&D centres of 
Coir Board, successfully developed different 
machineries which increased the output with 
minimal efforts.

 
Coir Wood House Hall

Coir fibre, when impregnated with 
phenol formaldehyde resin, produces 
composite boards which can be used 
as wood substitutes are displayed 
here. The products are cheaper than 
commercial plywood, are fire retardant, 
boiling waterproof and can be sawed and 
drilled. A Coir Wood House has been erected 
in the museum which makes use of the coir 
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composite panels and has been furnished 
with furniture using coir composite boards.

 
Product Display

An array of products have been displayed 
along with traditional Kettuvallom 
which informs of the diversification and 
commercialisation potential of coir.

         
Theatre

A short audio-video film takes 
visitors through the world of 
coir over the ages and gives 
information on latest research 
and development.

 
Souvenir Shop

The shop displays an array of 
products for tourists which they 
can carry as  souvenirs from their 
visit to the Coir Museum.

Clockwise from top left: Innovative decor made of coir fibre; spinning of 
coir fibre carried out by hands or charkhas; traditional methods of fibre 

extraction by retting of coconut husk and fibre extraction by rural women
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The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) recently dug out one of the 
largest human settlements of Sangam Age known so far

Unearthing
Madurai’s rich past

text  |  Dhruv Bansal

Red ware pots with their stands found during the excavation

The small hamlet of Keezhadi in 
Sivaganga district near Madurai in the 
state of Tamil Nadu recently got its 
share of international recognition as it 

became a site of historical importance. A number 
of square-shaped trenches were dug out by the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to reveal 

what archaeologists believe to be the largest 
human settlement of Sangam Age, apparently 
dating back to 3rd century BC, nearly 2,500  
years ago.

The excavation project took off in February 
this year on a private farm with tall coconut 
trees swaying. Soon, it was one of the biggest 
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Clockwise from left: Terracotta ringwell; decorated carinated pot and 
bone objects

ASI projects in the region. According to 
historians, the square-shaped trenches could 
belong to the Pandya era of the Sangam 
Age. Referring to an ancient period of South 
Indian history, Sangam Age dates from the 
3rd century BC to 4th century AD. It covers 
the entire Tamil-speaking region of that 
period with the Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas 
being the dominant kingdoms. Antiquities 
like glass, pearl, beads and figurines made of 
terracotta and early historic pottery like black 
and red ware were unearthed. The neatly-
carved settlements contained brick walls, 
wells, mud vaults, pottery, shells, rusted old 
coins, weapons and tools made of bones and 
iron, all trapped in layers of soil.

During 2013, the Tamil Nadu State 
Archaeology department conducted a year-
long research and dusted off nearly 293 
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Top: A view of the excavated trenches; Above: A potshred wit Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions, terracotta figurines, 
a potshred with fish symbol, bangles made out of shell and iron spearheads

Heritage Madurai_4pgs.indd   74 21/10/15   6:50 PM



N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  n  7 5   n  W W W . I N D I A P E R S P E C T I V E S . I N

towns along the course of River Vaigai which 
belongs to the Sangam Age. The research 
took place within an area of 5 km from the 
river on both the banks. It started from Theni 
district, the originating place of River Vaigai, 
and went on to Ramanathapuram 
district where the river ends. The 
different unearthed towns were 
classified as places of worship, 
trading points, residential sites, 
granaries or ports. 

The recent excavation at 
Keezhadi was carried out at 
two different locations on the 
farmland. Both these places yielded different 
items. As per researchers, they represent 
a social hierarchy. The larger of the two 
settlements has more trenches and is believed 
to have belonged to the rich and the educated 
as items such as jewellery, gemstones, semi-
precious stones and more than a dozen Tamil 

Brahmi inscriptions were unearthed. Brick 
structures appear more refined in this area. 
Even pottery items have typical Sangam Age 
Tamilian names like Thisan, Aadhan and 
Udhiran in Tamil Brahmi letters inscribed 
on them. According to superintending 
archaeologist K Amarnath Ramakrishna, the 
Pandya dynasty had maintained trade contacts 
with the Western world. 

“The finding of rouletted pot shreds 
puts this place before 3 CE because the 
manufacture of such earthenware stopped 

in Rome by 1 CE for some 
unknown reasons. Arretine pot 
shreds establish trade links with 
Rome,” he said. The appearance 
of beads of materials like agate, 
quartz and carnelian confirms 
that the dynasty had trade with 
Rome. The smaller settlement 
has a lot of graffiti on its pottery 

and weapons. Most of them have a symbol of 
fish on them, which as per records, represents 
a clan. Red and black pottery and decorative 
tiles were used on roofs. The excavation 
project continued for around nine months 
during which the site was opened for public 
and researchers. 

The pottery 
items have 

typical Sangam 
Age Tamilian 

names in Tamil 
Brahmi letters

Above: Black and red ware bowls with stand; 
Left: An ivory dice
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The term Indian theatre itself is an 
ambiguous articulation as theatre 
culture in India is not monolithic. 
Theatre culture in the Indian 

subcontinent has primarily evolved in various 
regions and has been performed in local languages 
and dialects. It received further impetus with 
patronage at the royal courts. 

“Several performance scholars,” shares Kaustubh 
Naik who is presently doing his post graduation 
in Performance Studies at School of Culture & 
Creative Expression, Ambedkar University, New 
Delhi, “have argued that theatre evolved from 
rituals as a form of transmitting memory and thus 
its origin can be linked to ritual performances 
that happen in various parts of India.” He adds 

Indian theatre is not just a day’s discovery. It has come a long way from 
Sanskrit dramas of Kalidasa, Shudraka and Bhasa among many others

Unfolding 
dramatic sheets

text  |  Chandreyee Bhaumik

IP Nov-Dec'15.indb   76 21/10/15   5:49 PM



N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  n  7 7   n  W W W . I N D I A P E R S P E C T I V E S . I N

theatre culture in India was largely influenced by 
British theatre not just by the performance styles 
of British theatre but also the spaces in which 
theatre was performed, narrative structures of 
scripts and the technical design of the plays. 
In this context, Parsi theatre 
that was inspired from British 
theatre in Bombay (present 
day Mumbai) was a pan-Indian 
theatre movement.  

Major influences

The dramatic splendour of these 
plays were no less than the 
ones that time had witnessed in the Greek and 
Elizabethan theatre. With the first millennium 
coming to an end, Sanskrit drama witnessed 
a glorified end. It was in the medieval period 
that the regional language literature gained 

momentum but somehow the meaning got 
lost in its translation from the pages to the 
stages. The effect of the ancient classics was not 
recreated here. However, it is the ritualistic and 
the folk theatre that gained importance. Thanks 

to the prevalent Bhakti Movement, 
religious drama witnessed various 
innovations. With Sanskrit theatre 
forming the backdrop, Indian drama 
was revived during the British 
colonial rule in the 18th and the 19th 
centuries. The constant exposure 
to the Western dramatic classics 
provided a breath of fresh air for 

Indian theatre. 
Translations of Western classics, especially 

Shakespearean theatre, started assuming 
immense popularity. It is only at this time 
that the theatre culture transcended from the 

A scene from the play, The Walking Path

Parsi theatre 
inspired from 

British theatre 
was a pan-

Indian theatre 
movement
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contours of entertainment to the territory 
of literature. Gradually, the literary circles 
started to give importance to “drama” alongside 
modern fiction.    

Parsi theatre

With passage of time, the new urban theatre 
usually known as Parsi theatre became 
immensely popular. This genre believed in 
experimentation and saw a perfect merging 
opera, Western Naturalistic drama and local 
elements. Music became a fundamental part 
of this genre. Emphasis was made on either 
naturalistic or the overdramatic theatre instead 
of the grand techniques deployed before. 

This form of theatre was more about being 
mythological and folklore but highlighted 
contemporary life. The stage was set in 
the interior spaces, delving on themes of 
romance and humour. Soon, theatre turned 
professional in cities like Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai. 

Themes and classifications

Theatre in India is majorly categorised on 
the basis of languages and regions in which 
they are performed. So in India, one has 
Marathi, Bengali, Hindi, Kannada, Gujarati, 
Sanskrit, Malayalam and Manipuri as a way of 
classifying theatre. Some urban spaces which 
have multilingual theatre culture like Mumbai, 
Kolkata, Delhi and Bengaluru are classified 
on the basis of region too. One often uses 
folk, classical or modern to categorise theatre 
in India but these are post-Independence 
approaches of categorisation. There are 
other articulated categories like experimental 
theatre, theatre of the roots, contemporary 
theatre, avant-garde theatre and post-dramatic 
theatre which are used in discursive sphere of 
theatre research. 

Theatre in india is majorly categorised on the basis of languages and regions
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Discussing about various classifications of 
theatre, Rasika, director, Being Association, 
says, “The primary classification is lok dharmi 
(folk theatre) and natya dharmi (classical 
theatre). I called folk theatre as the 
theatre of masses where there is 
no thumb rule. There is space to 
comment on society in a satirical 
way. Classical theatre is codified. 
There is little scope for change.” 

Elaborating further on the 
classification, she adds that music 
and dance are a still part of Indian 
theatre. In India, theatre evolved differently 
in different regions. In Maharashtra, Bengal, 
Assam and Gujarat, we witness existence 
of commercial theatre but all over India, 
theatre practices like experimental, armature, 
commercial, modern and neo modern can be 
seen.  Each age has, in retrospect, had different 

themes. While pre-Independence themes were 
nationalist, the themes concentrated on nation 
building after India gained Independence. 
Quasar Thakore Padamsee, co-founder, Thespo 

and artistic director of QTP, avers, 
“Current themes reflect the young 
changing population. The rate of 
change is unlike that of any other 
age and is being reflected in the 
existential crisis through work like 
Geli Ekvees Varsha. Freedom of 
speech is becoming a major theme 
among young playwrights and 

widespread concerns about development finding 
their way into newer playwrights work.”

Indian People’s Theatre 

Association (IPTA)

Talking about theatre, the mention of IPTA 
is a must. States like Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, 

Theatre in India 
is categorised 
on the basis of 
languages in 

which they are 
performed

Memorable moments captured from the play, The Walking Path
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Maharashtra, Bengal, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh 
and Kerala took active role in bringing a 
social change through theatre. But, after 
Independence, the after mirth of this form 
of theatre gradually faded. Celluloid received 
importance and “amateur 
theatre” gained its prominence 
in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai. Theatre schools like 
National School of Drama and 
Ranga Mandal were established. 
With support from the state and 
national levels, individual talent 
got the best forum to flourish. 
Internationally famous playwrights like Vijay 
Tendulkar, Badal Sircar, Girish Karnad and 
many others took it upon themselves to keep 
the fire of true theatre ablaze. 

What’s next?

With increasing proliferation of AV and 
digital media in our homes, there has been 
concern if theatre would be able to survive. 
As noted theatre director Atul Kumar 

said in one of his interviews, 
“Is theatre dying?” is a dying 
question. Theatre has always 
been an evolving form of art 
and has changed with change in 
time. There are several popular 
theatre forms such as nautanki, 
bidesiya, tiatr which enjoy 
massive audience base in the 

regions they are performed in. For theatre to 
attract audience back, it has to be more local in 
manifestation and establish close linkages with 
the community around which one performs.

Classical includes dance forms like Bharatnatyam. These have 
a fixed format and narrate a set number of stories

Folk include forms like yakshagana. They have far more liberty 
but are still quite stylistic in representation

Street refers to forms like nautanki and therukutoo. Usually 
performed for offering enjoyment to the masses

Types of theatre in India

Theatre has 
always been an 
evolving form 
of art and has 
changed with 

change of time

Theatre in India has always evolved with time
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Treat friends and guests with these 
lip-smacking recipes

A fruity
affair

TRIFLE PUDDING

Preparation Time 30 minutes;  

Cooking Time 10 minutes; Serves 4

Ingredients

A 23 cm (9”) round sponge cake, 4 cm (1-1/2”) 
thick, 1 cup strawberry jelly, 2 cups vanilla 
custard sauce (commercially available), 1-1/2 
cups orange juice, 2 tsp sherry or liqueur 
(optional), 1-1/2 cups diced mixed fresh fruit, 
1 cup whipped cream, 1 peeled and sliced 
kiwi, 8-10 halved strawberries, 8-10 halved 
black grapes

Method

Prepare the jelly and custard sauce according to 
instructions on their respective packets.
Slice the sponge cake horizontally into three 

layers. Line the bottom of a glass 
serving bowl with a layer of 

sponge cake and sprinkle 
with half-a-cup orange 
juice and some sherry/ 
liqueur. Cover with one-
third fresh fruit, one-
third jelly and one-third 
of the custard. Repeat 
the layers. Decorate 
the top with cream 
and garnish with kiwi, 
strawberries and grapes.

STEAMED BREAD PUDDING

Preparation Time 20 minutes; 
Cooking Time 20 minutes; Serves 4

Ingredients

2 slices white bread, 3 tbsp desiccated coconut, 
1-1/2 cups boiled milk, 3 eggs, 1 tin sweetened 
condensed milk, 1 tsp vanilla essence, 1 cup 
whipped cream for garnishing, 6 red cherries 
for garnishing, a 21 cm (8”) round cake tin 

Method

Put the bread and coconut in a bowl. Add milk 
and soak for 10 minutes. Transfer to a blender 
and add eggs, condensed milk and vanilla 
essence. Blend for five minutes at medium 
speed. Pour the mixture into the cake tin. Cover 
with foil, place over a large pan of simmering 
water and steam for 20 minutes. Remove and 
cool. Invert onto a serving platter and chill. 
Garnish with cream and cherries. 

Courtesy: Fabulous Flavours: Brunch, High Tea, Cocktails, 
part of a series of cookbooks brought out by the External 

Affairs (Ministry’s) Spouses Association, New Delhi
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The legendary biryani is more than a 
simple marriage of rice, meat and an 
exciting melange of spices 

The great
biryani story

text  |  Madhulika Dash

Nothing teleports one to the food 
memory lane like the biryani! A mere 
mention of this royal dish and you 
instantly feel the taste of the spice-

laced aromatic rice played well with the bite of 
a slow-cooked succulent piece of meat with the 
smokiness of a clove breaking the symphony. Such 
is the legacy of this Mughal gift that today India 
has nearly 26 different varieties strewn across the 
length and breadth of India, each with its unique 
identity, flavours and stories. 

Perhaps India’s finest culinary export to the 
world – including the Middle East that gave India 
the pilaf – biryani is not just a dish with royal 
patronage but the Arabian Nights of the culinary 
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world where one story ends and another begins. 
The Calcutta Biryani for instance. Developed in 
the kitchen of Wajid Ali Shah during his exile, 
the Calcutta Biryani was developed from the 
saffron fragrant yakhni served in the Mystic 
Feast. It is said that during the exile period, 
Shah’s meat allowance was hugely reduced so 
much so that serving a good portion of biryani, 
which back in time was a ratio of three meat 
pieces per spoon, was getting increasingly 
difficult. To make it look more 
filling, the head cook added a boiled 
egg to the dish and spices to give it 
a meat-like taste. Wajid Ali loved 
the addition and thus was born 
the first biryani. Of course, the egg 
then was coated with a layer of 
chicken and fried well. 

Another incident of how culture 
influenced biryani is the Kathal Biryani of the 
Mathur Kayasthas, the pre-Mughal residents 
of Old Delhi. History has it that the first tahiri, 
which evolved into Sabz Biryani, was first 
created to feed the community along with 
other innovations like Dal Ki Kaleji and Dal 
Ka Keema where lentils were used to recreate 
meaty flavours. The favourite of Bhopal’s 
Begum Qudisa, the mildly-flavoured Gosht 
Biryani is said to be inspired by the Moradabadi 

Biryani that used yakhni (meat broth) to flavour 
rice. Anthropologists often say the famous 
Lucknow Dum Biryani was inspired by the 
making style of Mappila Biryani where the meat 
and rice were cooked separately using a parda 
(curtain) before they were layered and presented 
to the workers building the Bara Imambara. It 
was here that Nawab Asaf-ud-Daula discovered 
the now famous dum style of cooking which 
eventually made the Lucknow Biryani famous.

While most believe the Mughals 
have to be thanked for this 
innovation, biryani, it so seems, 
first landed on our shores with the 
Arabs in Kerala years before the 
Mughals made India their home. 
Biryani first finds mention in the 
2AD as a fragrant rice dish called 
Oon Soru in Tamil literature and 

closely matched the description of Mumtaz 
Mahal’s creation in later 1600 perfectly. Biryani, 
which comes from the Persian word birian 
meaning “fried before cooking” was traditionally 
cooked by tossing the rice in ghee till it attained 
a bite, before boiling it to al dente and then 
layering  it with separately cooked/ fried meat 
and giving it a finish with rose and saffron. This 
was also how Oon Soru was made albeit the rice 
grains were pearl-shaped with addition of spices 

Biryani  
perhaps first 

landed on  
Indian shores 
with the Arabs  

in Kerala

Biryani first finds mention in the 2AD as a fragrant 
rice dish called Oon Soru in Tamil literature
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FLAVOURS OF BIRYANI
Biryani could easily fit the description of a national dish, given that 

every state has its own variant with a history to go with

GULEZAR BIRYANI  
(HIMACHAL PRADESH)
A brilliant creation from Jahangir’s royal 
kitchen, it was an ode to Mehrunissa who 
loved flowers. Gulezar Biryani was the 
recreation of the Valley of Flowers on the 
plate and slightly sweet in taste

SHIKAMPURI  
PILAF (PUNJAB)
The gem from the House of 
Patiala, the Shikampuri Pilaf is 
characterised by its succulent, 
dry fruit stuffed breast pieces 

QUBOOLI (DELHI)
Popular among the old settlers of 
Delhi, Qubooli was refined during 
Aurangzeb’srule. A staunch vegetarian, 
Aurangzeb preferred biryani made with 
rice, Bengal gram, dried apricot, basil, 
almond and pukki style curd  

KAMPURI BIRYANI 
(ASSAM)
Originating from the town of 
Kampur, this variant is cooked 
like pilaf where the meat is 
first cooked with peas, carrot, 
wild mushroom and other 
vegetables and then rice is 
mixed into this potpourri with 
cardamom and nutmeg

MEMONI BIRYANI 
(GUJARAT)
Similar to Sindhi Biryani, 
the  Memoni Biryani is 
usually prepared with lamb 
and less food colouring and 
uses tomatoes to lend it 
extra tanginess. A House of 
Kathiawar speciality 

CALCUTTA BIRYANI 
(WEST BENGAL)

Developed under Nawab Wajid 
Ali Shah during his exile, this 

variant is recognised for its 
subtle use of spices  and the 

quintessential presence of egg. 
It also uses a combination of 

nutmeg, saffron and kewra to 
give it its signature aroma  

BOMBAY BIRYANI 
(MAHARASHTRA)
What makes this biryani 
unique, the use of potatoes 
and the Ottoman pilaf-style of 
cooking which leaves the rice 
slightly sticky and moist

HYDERABADI BIRYANI 
(TELANGANA)
The best example of blending Mughlai 
and Andhra culinary style, the 
Hyderabadi Biryani is known for its 
unique blend of spice and the use of 
kachcha gosht. The vegetarian version 
here is called tahari

KASHMIRI BIRYANI
Characterised by its no onion, no 
garlic use, the Kashmiri Biryani is 
perhaps the brightest gem of the 
Kashmiri Hindu cuisine that finds 

a common resemblance to the 
biryani that arrived with Taimur

LUCKNOWI BIRYANI (UTTAR PRADESH)
Based on the Persian style of cooking, the Lucknowi 
Biryani is considered to be the original Dum  
Pukht-style, subtly spiced and ittar using biryani 
where the meat and rice is kept al dente 
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like turmeric, coriander, pepper and bay 
leaf were added. Interestingly, the Mughal 
Biryani  was called pilaf for a long time. 

In fact, Ain-e-Akbari, which has a 
generous segment on the eating ethos of the 
royals, makes no difference between biryani 
and pilaf which came from the Ottoman 
Empire. King Darius is often credited to have 
created the modern-day pilaf as we know by 
using fragrance like rose, mace, cardamom 
and cinnamon which eventually became the 
framework for biryanis. Folklore has it that 
even Mumtaz Mahal used a similar style 
along with the meat basting technique used 
in kebabs to keep the biryani moist so it did 
not need any accompaniments. 

Although famous travel historian Al-
Biruni, in his travelogue, mentions biryani-
alikes existing in India made and being 
relished by many kings before the Mughals 
popularised the dish here by making it a 
military essential. 

So could one infer from that the Mopla 
Kozhi Biryani or Thalassery Biryani is 
the oldest member of the biryani ledger? 
Anthropologists believe that could have been 
the case, given the way Mappila Biryani is 
cooked which is by the use of dum an art 
that existed before the Mughals popularised 
it and short-grained rice called jeerakashala 
that gives the dish its aroma. However, 
food historians bracket the birth of biryani 
between mid-1500 to mid-1600. 

There are a few who believe it was the 
pilaf that morphed into biryani and the 
name as empress Noor Jahan diary suggests 
was given to distinguish the vegetarian 
fare from the non-vegetarian. Dring that 
period, biryani was often dressed with fried 
onions and mint while pilaf came generously 
garnished with rose or pomegranate. The use 

Left: Nawab Tarkari Biryani and 
below: Dum Ki Chicken Biryani
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Ingredients      
1 kilo chicken
750 g Basmati rice
250 ml oil or ghee
200 g thinly sliced onions
6 g green chillies
100 g finely chopped tomatoes 
50 g ginger-garlic paste
2 g turmeric powder 
5 g chilli powder
4 g coriander powder
75 g coriander leaves         
50 g chopped mint leaves
5 g curry leaves
Salt to taste

For biryani spice powder
2 g cinnamon stick
2 g fennel seeds
3 g kalpaasi/ black stone flower
2 g cumin seeds
2 g cloves
2 g cardamom
2 g black cardamom
 

Method
•	 Wash rice well in water, take whole 

spices in a blender and powder it 
coarsely. Set this mixture aside.

•	 Heat oil or ghee in a lagan. Add 
onions and green chillies. Sauté it 
till golden.

•	 Add tomatoes and toss well. Add 
ginger-garlic paste. Sauté for a 
minute.

•	 Add salt, turmeric, chilli and 
coriander powders. Toss for 
30 seconds.

•	 Add the mixture kept aside and 
stir well.

•	 Add chicken and mix well. Cook 
in simmer for 15 minutes. Once it 
reduces, add rice and mix well.

•	 Add in 4-1/2 cup water, bring it to 
a boil, simmer and pressure cook it 
for one whistle. Then simmer it for 
five minutes. Turn the heat off and 
fluff with a fork.

•	 Serve with cucumber raita.

THALAPAKATTU KOZHI BIRYANI

of ittar (perfume) was introduced by the queen to 
mask the meaty aroma so the Hindu nobles could 
eat along with the king. 

The Hyderabad Biryani was created after 
Aurangzeb appointed Niza-ul-Mulk as the new 
ruler of Hyderabad. It was Kacchi Biryani perfected 
and it led to the creation of almost 
50 different recipes of biryani that 
could be made with fish, shrimp, 
quail and deer meat. Or the Kalyani 
Biryani, a legacy from the Kalyani 
Nawabs of Bidar (Karnataka), 
popularised the use of cubed beef and 
tomatoes-dhaniya flavour in biryani. 
Peshawari Biryani, on the other hand, 
showcased the use of red and white beans, Kabuli 
chana, black gram and green peas with cashew 
nuts, almonds, rose water and saffron to add a rich 
density of flavour.

Though the art of lending biryani a royal 
lineage was courtesy of the nawabs, some of the 
best innovations of this Arabic dish comes from 
the south, be it Ambur Biryani which is prepared 

with Seeraga Samba rice, a traditional Tamil 
Nadu variety akin to the Arborio rice and lends 
a rich risotto-kind richness to the dish or the 
Dindigul Curry Biryani where the curry is used to 
flavour the rice before the meat is added. It was 
Calicut Biryani, a favourite of Tipu Sultan, which 

introduced the art of serving biryani 
with vinegar-soaked pickles and papads 
fried in coconut oil, followed by the 
tomato-rich Bohri Biryani that was 
served with beaten curd with rock salt. 

No wonder that 
Portuguese priest Fra 
Sebastian Manrique, 
while visiting the royal 

courts of India, noted, “Biryani 
is a great culinary equaliser. The 
rich, the famous, the royal and 
the commoners love it yet it is 
not served to guests.” Little did 
Manrique know a 100 years later, it 
would remain a royal dish that will 
be loved by all and served to all!

The art  
of lending 

biryani a royal 
lineage was 
courtesy of  
the nawabs

IP Nov-Dec'15.indb   87 21/10/15   5:50 PM



CONVERSATION

n  8 8   n  S E P T E M B E R - O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

The Delhi boy has definitely matured into a man who 
can steer the course of Indian cricket towards the 
glorious paths

Man of themoment
text  |  Ameya Dusane 

Virat Kohli first made his presence 
felt on the giant stage of cricket 
as India’s captain at the under-19 
World Cup in 2008. His astute 

leadership, 75-ball 100 against the West Indies 
in a Group match and an all-
important 43 in the semi-final 
against New Zealand led India to 
get the better of South Africa in the 
final too.

The determination that reflected 
in the eyes of that boy then is still 
very much the driving force of 

the man that he is now. It has been seven years 
since that bunch, steered by this Delhi boy, 
lifted the U-19 World Cup in Kuala Lumpur. A 
lot has changed since then.

Virat of present day has become the star 
face of Indian cricket with several 
records and wins to his credit, the 
Test captainship being another 
feather in that hat. But what 
remains as fresh as ever is his 
hunger to win, determination to 
reach his goals and the eagerness to 
realise his dreams. 

What makes 
Virat a cut 

above the rest in 
this trade is his 
technique and 
temperament
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Virat records and stats
•	 Fastest century (52 balls) by an Indian batsman in ODIs
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 1000 runs in ODIs
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 3000 runs in ODIs
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 4000 runs in ODIs
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 5000 runs in ODIs
•	 Fastest cricketer to reach 6000 runs in ODIs
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 10 centuries in ODIs and second fastest 

overall behind Hashim Amla.
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 15 centuries in ODIs and second fastest 

overall behind Hashim Amla.
•	 Fastest Indian cricketer to reach 20 centuries in ODIs and second fastest 

overall behind Hashim Amla
•	 Only the third batsman to score 4 Test hundreds in a series in Australia
•	 Has scored the most runs by any visiting Indian batsman in Australia. 

When he reached 121, he went past Dravid’s record of 619 runs, scored 
during the 2003/04 tour.

•	 Has now equaled Sunil Gavaskar for the most number of hundreds in 
a single series. Gavaskar has scored four hundreds, twice in his career, 
against West Indies.

•	 Fastest to 1000-run club in T20Is 

En route to that have come seemingly unreal 
expectations at every step, like comparison 
with none other than Sachin Tendulkar and 
consequently huge expectations. The aggressive 
yet smart Virat has, however, remains unfazed 
by all the attention and focusses only on piling 
on runs after runs, centuries after centuries 
and victories after victories. The result of this 
patience, grit and concentration is a cricketer 
that is not only an opponent to be scared of but 
an idol that inspires many budding cricketers.

What makes Virat a cut above the rest in 
this trade is his technique and temperament. 
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Give him the most unsuitable of conditions 
and his magical ability to find gaps will see the 
bowlers being hit boundaries over the ropes. 
Add to that the ability to accelerate the innings 
at will with his big shots and you get what a 
dream batsman is made of. His perfect reflexes 
while fielding and occasional bowling and 
wickets are then just a bonus.

Even though Virat might 
not have been blessed with the 
natural talent that the likes 
of Sunil Gavaskar and Sachin 

Tendulkar of this 
cricket-crazy country 
can boast of, the 
buckets that he has 
sweat to reach this far 
is definitely worth an applause. Many 
would agree that he was not gifted 
with the perfect timing nor was he 
athletic like others to start with. The 
best he could do was set his target 
and work towards perfecting his 
techniques with dollops of patience. 

He recently matched Greg Chappell’s record 
of scoring twin centuries on Test captaincy 
debut in India’s tour of Sri Lanka; a true 
reflection of heights you can reach with a 
focused approach. 

As NBA legend Michael Jordan once said, 
“I’ve missed more than 9,000 shots in my 

career. I’ve lost almost 300 games. 
twenty-six times, I’ve been trusted 
to take the game-winning shot and 
missed. I’ve failed over and over 
and over again in my life. And that 
is why I succeed.”  

Same holds true for Virat. His 
hunger to make himself better 
is such that he not only strives 
to perfect his batting skills but 

gives equal time to improving his bowling 
and fielding as well. And, when you come 
to realise the fact that he is just 26, you can 
all but wonder at the marvels and records 
that he is ready to write in his own name, 
making India proud and inspiring many at 
the same time.

He recently 
matched Greg 

Chappell’s record 
of scoring twin 

centuries on Test 
captaincy debut

Clockwise from top left: Virat Kohli receiving the Arjuna Award from the President of India Dr Pranab Mukherjee; 
the Test captain after scoring a century and Kohli poses for a picture with tennis star Roger Federer
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