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INTERNATIONAL FLOWER 
FESTIVAL
A show of rare flowers and plants is 
organised in Gangtok every year where 
hundreds of varieties of orchids, ferns, 
gladioli and rhododendrons are on 
display. Botanical sciences’ experts 
hold seminars and lectures. 

WHEN: May 1-31 
WHERE: Near White Hall, Gangtok

SUMMER FESTIVAL
On the occasion of Budh Purnima, 
Mt Abu marks the Summer Festival. 
The event begins with a ceremonial 
procession and cultural shows. Horse 
and boat races as well as CRPF band 
show are some of the other attractions.

WHEN: May 20-21
WHERE: Mt Abu, Rajasthan

MOATSU MONG FESTIVAL
Moatsu Mong festival is 
observed by Ao tribe to seek 
the blessings of deities. It is one 
of the most-awaited events in 
Nagaland. Eulogies are sung 
to commemorate traditional 
heroes. 

WHEN: May 1-3 
WHERE: Mokokchung, Nagaland

MATHERAN GREEN FESTIVAL
It showcases art installations, live 
shows, performing arts, photo 
exhibitions and film screenings. 
This festival is a social, cultural 
and educational initiative to 
highlight Matheran as an eco-
sensitive zone.

WHEN: May 1-30
WHERE: Matheran, Maharashtra

OOTY SUMMER FESTIVAL
Celebrated in the Nilgiris 
mountains, it showcases a 
flower show with beautiful floral 
arrangements, shows and rangolis. 
Cultural events and boat races are a 
part of the celebrations. 

WHEN: May 
WHERE: Ooty, Tamil Nadu

UPCOMING EVENTS ACROSS INDIA

VILLIANUR TEMPLE FESTIVAL
Held at Thirukameswara Kukilambal 
Temple in Villianur near Puducherry. 
On the last day of this 10-day 
festival, the presiding deity of the 
temple, Lord Shiva, is taken out for a 
procession in a chariot. 

WHEN: May 21-30
WHERE: Villianur, Puducherry
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s maiden visit to the Gulf’s most powerful 
economy, Saudi Arabia, the first by an Indian PM after six years, has put India-
Saudi Arabian strategic, economic and energy ties onto a higher trajectory. 
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Saud and PM Modi had met in November 
2014 on the sidelines of the G20 meeting in Brisbane and thereafter, the 
two countries have been constantly trying to forge a dynamic relationship. 
Opportunities in areas like petroleum, renewable energy, infrastructure, 
defence, banking and agriculture were explored and deliberated upon during 
the recent trip. 

In the Initiative section, we discuss the Union Government’s role in offering 
a major rural impetus as it presented the Budget for 2016-17. Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley announced an 84 per cent increase in the allocation for 
agriculture and allied sectors. He also pledged to double farmers’ income by 
2022. Further infusing $16 billion in the farming sector in addition to $130 
billion credit to farmers will serve to infuse new dynamism in the sector. 

By using art as a medium to spread the message of water conservation and 
sustainable living, internationally renowned artist Manav Gupta has created 
a name for himself. His creations are an extension of his efforts to sensitise 
people towards nature, as we see in the Initiative section. 

Through our Heritage pages, we travel to the famous Kailasa Temple 
that stands tall in a manmade crater surrounded by hills in Maharashtra. 
Interestingly, it is the world’s oldest single rock carved, multi-storey temple 
complex. We also walk down the memory lanes in Delhi’s Walled City, visiting 
Haveli Dharampura, a late Mughal style architectural wonder of 1887 that was 
restored to its original grandeur recently. 

Another not-to-miss story is on the artistic figurines and stone sculptures 
at Shravanbelagola, Halebeedu and Belur highlighting 
the culturally and politically rich history of India. In the 
Conversation section, legendary Kathak dancer Pt Birju 
Maharaj talks to us about his illustrious journey. We 
also highlight how he brought about a renaissance in the 
presentation of Kathak over the years.

Vikas Swarup

Foreword
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The economic and strategic partnership between India and the Gulf 
region has been transformed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s  
path-breaking visits to Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and the return trip  
by Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi to New Delhi

Think West: India’s Gulf
ties on an upswing

text  |  Manish Chand
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Facing page: Indian Prime Minister being received at the Royal Court in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia;  
Below: PM Modi meeting the Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Adel Al Jubeir, in Riyadh

Spiritual home of Islam and the 
world’s energy powerhouse, 
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf ’s most 
powerful economy, rolled out 
the red carpet early 

April to welcome India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
his maiden visit to the country 
that has culminated in version 
2.0 of India’s multifarious 
relations with not just Riyadh, 
but also with the strategically 
important region.  

The atmospherics surrounding the visit 
symbolised a new energy and dynamism 
in relations between the two countries. 
Flags of India and Saudi Arabia, home to 

nearly three-million strong Indian diaspora, 
f luttered in the balmy desert breeze at the 
city square and on streets leading to the 
majestic King Saud Guest Palace where the 

Saudi monarch hosted the 
Indian leader and his entire 
delegation.

The two-day visit by 
PM Modi to Saudi Arabia (April 
2-3), the first trip by an Indian 
Prime Minister to the world’s 
largest producer of oil after a 
gap of six years, pitched the 

India-Saudi strategic, economic and energy 
ties onto a higher trajectory, and buttressed 
four key pillars of India-Saudi relationship: 
energy, business, security and diaspora.

PM Modi’s visit 
to Saudi Arabia 
was first trip by 
an Indian PM to 

the world’s largest 
producer of oil
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Boosting strategic and 

security cooperation 

The primary takeaway was a marked 
deepening of strategic and security 
partnership, with the two countries signalling 
a paradigm shift in their counter-terror 
cooperation by signing a crucial pact to 
target terror financing, and calling jointly for 

dismantling sanctuaries of terror. The first 
full-spectrum talks between PM Modi and the 
Saudi monarch King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud at the Royal Court in Riyadh on April 
3 culminated in an all-embracing template 
for intensifying counter-terror cooperation 
that includes intelligence-sharing, joint 
action against illegal transfer of money and 

Indian Prime Minister with Saudi business leaders at Saudi Chambers of Commerce in Riyadh
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Human bonding in Riyadh: 
Selfies, sharing and 
eating together 
It was the Modi diaspora connect show, albeit 
with a difference. The usual glitz, song-and-dance 
spectacle was missing; but PM Modi’s soaring 
speech struck a chord as he chatted casually 
with Indian workers, shared food, heard them 
out, showered praise on them, and let them take 
selfies with him.

The community event in Riyadh was structured 
into two parts: a smaller meeting with around 
600 prominent Indians at a luxury hotel in the 
Saudi capital and a bigger interactive meeting 
with around 1,000-odd blue collar workers, 
who comprise nearly 80 per cent of around 2.9 
million-strong Indian diaspora in Saudi Arabia. The 
two separate meetings were organised keeping 
in mind different profiles and interests of the 
Indian community.

Bonding with Indian workers at the L&T workers 
and residential complex at Dahiat Namar, located 
around 40 km away from central Riyadh, the 
Prime Minister lauded the efforts made by the 
workers for the Metro project they are building, 
saying, “your hard work and toil has brought me 
here.” He stressed that the work being done by 
Indian workers abroad not only earns money, but 
also raises the stature of India. Indians living in 
Saudi Arabia send home around $10 billion annual 
remittances. In his emotive address, Mr Modi 
underlined that in future, the Riyadh Metro would 
bear an eloquent testimony to their contribution 
to the Saudi capital.  “I feel I am a part of your 
family. Your happiness is mine,” he told an 
audience comprising workers including masons, 
carpenters, brick-layers and plumbers.

“Eating together, hearing each other’s thoughts 
& experiences… at L&T Workers’ Residential 
Complex in Saudi Arabia,” PM Modi tweeted. 
L&T, India’s engineering and infrastructure giant, 
is executing around $6 billion worth of work on 
one line of the Riyadh Metro Project, the single 
largest contract won by an Indian company in any 
foreign country. The focus on the welfare of the 
Indian community was aptly encapsulated in the 
signing of an agreement on labour cooperation for 
recruitment of General Category Workers. 

capacity-building to bolster cooperation in law 
enforcement, anti-money laundering, drug-
trafficking and other transnational crimes. 

In a striking illustration of converging 
perceptions, the leaders of India and Saudi 
Arabia “rejected totally any attempt to link 
this universal phenomenon to any particular 
race, religion or culture.” According to the 
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joint statement, “They called on all states 
to reject the use of terrorism against other 
countries; dismantle terrorism infrastructures 
where they happen to exist and to cut off any 
kind of support and financing 
to the terrorists operating and 
perpetrating terrorism from their 
territories against other states; 
and bring perpetrators of acts of 
terrorism to justice.”  

Support for CCIT

Significantly, Saudi Arabia 
agreed to work with India and 
the international community towards the 
adoption of India’s proposed Comprehensive 
Convention on International Terrorism in the 
United Nations. Taking  the long view, the 

India and the 
Gulf ’s most 

powerful country 
also decided to 
bolster defence 

cooperation

two sides decided to blend intensified counter-
terror cooperation with joint efforts to promote 
cooperation in cyber security, including 
prevention of use of cyber space for terrorism, 

radicalisation and for disturbing 
social harmony. 

This enhanced counter-
terror cooperation comes in the 
backdrop of the rise of the IS in 
the volatile Middle East region 
and shared apprehensions about 
potential terror strikes against 
India and Saudi Arabia emanating 
from different terror outfits. 

The pact to curb terror will reinforce recent 
trends of cooperation that has generated 
much goodwill in India. Besides anti-terror 
cooperation, India and the Gulf ’s most 

PM Modi in a meeting with Saudi business leaders in Riyadh
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powerful country also decided to bolster 
defence cooperation which will entail exchange 
of visits by military personnel and experts, 
conducting joint military exercises, exchanging 
visits of ships and aircrafts and 
supplying arms and ammunition 
and their joint development. 
Maritime security is also set to 
acquire greater salience, with 
the two countries declaring 
their intent to enhance maritime 
security cooperation in the Gulf 
and the Indian Ocean region.

Business Bonding

The talks in Riyadh marked a qualitative 
transformation of India-Saudi relations which 
will bring the two countries closer not only in 

the security realm, but will also widen the canvas 
of their economic partnership. In this regard, 
PM Modi’s meeting with 30 top Saudi CEOs 
and Indian business leaders at the plush Council 

of Saudi Chambers of Commerce 
in the heart of Riyadh was an 
important exercise to change the 
narrative of India and the ease of 
doing business in the world’s fastest 
growing economy.  Underlining 
his commitment to enhance the 
ease of doing business in India, 
PM Modi pitched for a more 
diversified economic relationship, 

focussed on joint investments and exploring 
new areas like renewables. “From petroleum to 
renewable energy, infrastructure, defence and 
agriculture, there is a tremendous opportunity 

The two 
countries also 

declared  
their intent 

to strengthen 
maritime security

High honour for 
PM Modi
In a unique gesture 
acknowledging his commitment 
to deepening ties with Riyadh 
and the Gulf region, Saudi 
monarch King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz conferred his country’s 
highest civilian honour, the 
King Abdulaziz Sash, on PM 
Modi. The award is named after 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the founder 
of the modern Saudi state. With 
this special honour, PM Modi 
joins a distinguished roster of 
world leaders, including US 
President Barack Obama, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo. 
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for expanding our cooperation,” he added. With 
Saudi Arabia planning to set up $2 trillion 
fund, PM Modi invited Saudi Arabia to be a 
partner in India’s growth story and encouraged 
Saudi Aramco, SABIC and other 
Saudi companies to invest in the 
infrastructure sector in India and 
to participate in projects creating 
mega industrial manufacturing 
corridors, smart cities as well as 
the Digital India and Start up 
India programmes. In this context, 
the signing of the framework 
agreement between the General 
Investment Authority in Saudi Arabia and 
Invest India will spur investments by the private 
sectors in the two countries. In a cheering 
assurance for India, Saudi Aramco is looking 
at India as its No. 1 target for investment. “The 
two leaders agreed to transform the buyer-seller 

relationship in the energy-sector to one of a 
deeper partnership focussing on investment and 
joint ventures in petrochemical complexes, and 
cooperation in joint exploration in India, Saudi 

Arabia and in third countries,” said 
the joint statement. 

PM Modi’s trip to Saudi Arabia 
coalesced multiple strands of 
India’s Think West policy, which 
entails accelerated across-the-
spectrum engagement with the 
West Asia region, the source of 
over 60 per cent of India’s energy 
supplies and home to nearly eight 

million-strong Indian community.  

Crown Prince of  

Abu Dhabi’s visit to India 

This Think West policy has coincided with 
the Act East policy by the Gulf countries, 

Women Power
PM Modi was charm personified as he 
visited the first-of-its-kind all-women 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) training 
centre in Riyadh, and spoke eloquently 
about the transformative power of 
technology and gender empowerment. 
The enthusiasm was palpable, as clad 
demurely in burqa beaming young Saudi 
women competed with each other to take 
selfies with the visiting Indian leader. In 
his interaction, PM Modi spoke about the 
crucial role women play in development of 
countries. “For the world, it is considered 
to be a main headline news that in Riyadh 
today I am meeting those IT professionals 
who I can say today represent the 
glory of Saudi Arabia,” PM Modi said 
during his interaction with TCS women 
professionals. The all-women centre 
was set up by TCS in 2013 in partnership 
with GE, and serves as a training ground 
for building new capabilities, skills and 
careers for women in the country.

PM Modi’s 
trip to Saudi 

Arabia coalesced 
multiple strands 
of India’s Think 

West policy
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also invited UAE to participate in the Digital 
India and Start up India programmes.

Building on the Infrastructure Fund unveiled 
during PM Modi’s trip to Dubai last year, the 
UAE has underlined interest in investing in 
infrastructure development in India, especially 
in priority areas such as railways, roads, ports, 
and shipping, which is crucial in reaching the 
$75 billion target for UAE investments in India’s 
infrastructure development plans. Another 
important development was the decision by Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and 
the Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 
(ISPRL) to conclude negotiations for establishing 
a Strategic Petroleum Reserve in India in 
near future.

The security and strategic 
cooperation between India and 
UAE is set to be enhanced with 
plans to expand cooperation in 
counter-terrorism, maritime 
security, and cyber-security. 
Additionally, the two countries 
are looking to identify projects 
for the joint production of 
defence equipment in India.

which are looking at the India opportunity 
anew, a new synergy which has also been 
ref lected in the visits by PM Modi to the 
UAE in August last year, and the return visit 
by Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan to India (Feb 10-12, 2016). 
In a special gesture, PM Modi received him 
at the airport, signifying India’s intent to 
scale up the India-UAE relationship. The big 
takeaway from the Crown Prince’s visit was 
an upgradation of economic partnership and 
the unveiling of a concrete plan to rope in the 
UAE as a preferred partner in India’s growth 
story.  PM Modi invited UAE companies 
to participate in projects creating mega 
industrial manufacturing corridors, including 
the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, and 

Left: PM Modi interacts with the employees at the All Women TCS IT 
Centre in Riyadh; Above: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia at the Royal Court, Riyadh

Manish Chand is Editor-in-Chief of India Writes Network, www.indiawrites.org, an e-magazine and journal focussed 
on international relations and the India story.  He visited Riyadh for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s April 2-3 visit
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The Make in India Week has sparked a renewed sense of pride in 
India’s manufacturing industry

text  |  Mayuri Mukherjee

Creating new 
avenues
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Top: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the gathering at 
the inauguration of Make in India Week in Mumbai;  
Left: PM Modi in a group photograph at the Make in India event

The Government of India’s 
flagship initiative, Make in 
India, is an effort to boost 
India’s economy and bring 
greater welfare and prosperity 

to its people. Yet what is often forgotten 
is that this plan for future growth and 
development builds on India’s long history 
as a global manufacturing hub. One example 
in this context is the telecommunication 
giant, Ericsson. The Swedish firm has had a 
presence in this country since 1903 when it 
started selling manual switches to the British 
administration in India. Today, Ericsson has a 
formidable pan-India presence while several 
other Swedish firms, over the years, have set 
up shop in the country, many of them in and 
around Pune in the state of Maharashtra. 
Together, they stand testimony both to 
India’s prowess as well as potential as a global 
manufacturing hub. 

Perhaps then it was befitting that Prime 
Minister of Sweden, Mr Stefan Löfven, 
inaugurated the Make in India week in 
Mumbai this February alongside Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The week-long event 
(February 13 to February 18), however, was 
not just another industry exhibition where 
corporate bigwigs and leaders came together. 
Instead, it was a unique effort that helped 
spark a renewed sense of pride in India’s 
manufacturing industry. 

The event showcased the potential of design, 
innovation and sustainability across India’s 
manufacturing sectors to the rest of the world 
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The event 
helped create 
new avenues 

for foreign 
and domestic 
collaboration 

and pushed corporate and public participation 
to the next level. It helped create new avenues 
for foreign and domestic collaboration as well 
as drew attention to the investment-friendly 
environment. Notably, a special effort was made 
to reach out to young entrepreneurs and build 
an enabling environment for start-
ups, which, ideally, should be at the 
forefront of the next generation 
of economic growth activities. 
Several policies and investment 
plans were also announced at 
the event. For example, the 
Electronics Development Fund, 
worth `2,200 crore, was launched 
as was E-toll initiative for Indian highways 
and the Capital Goods Policy of 2016. Several 
investment opportunities in the infrastructure 
and food processing industries were also 
announced. Additionally, the state governments 
of Maharashtra, Odisha, Karnataka and 
Jharkhand also made their state-specific 
policy announcements. 

To best understand the scale and, indeed, 
success of the Make in India Week in Mumbai, 
one only has to parse through the figures. 
More than 9,000 Indian companies and 2,000 
foreign companies participated with around 
nine lakh visitors through the week. More than 

a 100 countries were represented 
and there were 215 exhibitors and 
around 1,200 speakers. More than 
8,000 meetings were held between 
businesses and Government 
representatives. The event received 
full support from the Government 
– not just from the host nation 
but also from around the world. 

Apart from the Indian Prime Minister, Union 
Ministers and ministers from state governments 
that participated, at least 20 other high-ranking 
leaders, including Prime Ministers, Deputy 
Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers from 
various countries were in attendance. 

Business enquiries worth `1,05,000 
crore were made as well investment 

PM Modi and other delegates taking a tour of the Make in India Centre 
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A long list of 
business deals 

were set in 
motion during 

the Make in 
India Week

setting up a juice manufacturing facility that 
will support the farmers growing oranges in 
Vidarbha. Also for Vidarbha, Raymond will be 
investing 1̀,400 crore to set up the Nandgaon 
Textile Park in Amravati District which will 
procure cotton from the region.

Across the country, the 
Karnataka government has signed 
a deal with France’s Tar Kovacs 
Systems for setting up an ocean-
based renewable energy project. The 
Gujarat government 
also has a deal with 
the French firm for an 
offshore platform that 

will develop marine applications. 
In Jharkhand, the state government 
signed up Adani Group to set up a 
thermal power plant with a total 
capacity of 1,600 MW which 
will supply power to Bangladesh 
as well as a coal-based methane 
fertiliser plant.

commitments of more than `15,20,000 crore 
were finalised during the week. A long list 
of business deals were set in motion during 
the Make in India Week spanning a wide 
variety of sectors and involving partners 
from the public as well as private sectors. 
For example, Britain’s premier 
defence, security and aerospace 
company, BAE Systems will 
be joining hands with India’s 
Mahindra for assembling and 
testing M777 Howitzers while 
the Mumbai-based Sterlite 
Group’s TwinStar Display 
Technologies will be working 
with Maharashtra Industrial 
Development Corporation to set up an LCD 
manufacturing unit known as Panel FAB in 
technical collaboration with Taiwan’s Autron. 

Maharashtra’s Department of Agriculture 
and Marketing has signed a memorandum 
of agreement with Hindustan Coca-Cola 
Beverages, and Jain Irrigation Pvt Ltd for 

PM Modi at the Make in India Centre
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Growth prospects for India remain favourable despite a slowdown in 
the global economy as record foreign investment pours in

India’s growth climbs on 
back of reforms

text  |  Vikas Khanna

At a time when the global economy 
is experiencing a slowdown, 
India is being hailed as a 
“bright spot” due to its growth 
trajectory. The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the UN World 
Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) too 
are optimistic about India’s growth prospects. 
Despite two back-to-back years of drought and 

unseasonal monsoon, India’s economic growth 
is projected to surpass that of China, with the 
GDP expected to zoom by 7.7 per cent in 2016. 
In contrast, Asia’s economic giant, China, which 
grew by 7 per cent in 2015, is likely to witness a 
6.8 per cent growth this year. In the backdrop of 
muted growth in Europe and USA and economic 
slowdown in China, India is the preferred 
destination for foreign investors.
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The Government 
brought the 

current account 
deficit to around 

1-1.5 per cent 
of GDP

Since Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi swept to power, India has carved 
out a success story in a short time despite 
inheriting weak finances. When the growth 
was falling to around 5 per cent, 
inflation peaking to 10 per cent 
and current account deficit 
was at an unmanageable high, 
the turnaround by the Modi 
government has been remarkable. 
In less than two years, the 
Government has not only 
succeeded in arresting inflation at 
around 5 per cent, it has brought the current 
account deficit to around 1-1.5 per cent of GDP 
and kept the rupee stable against the dollar. Last 
year, Indian economy grew at 7.6 per cent and 

the economic survey projects growth of 8 per 
cent in the next couple of years.

There was a sense of despair in decision-
making when the new Government took over a 

couple of years back. India needed 
to take corrective measures to send 
out a strong signal to the world that 
the reforms are here to stay. The 
Government should be credited 
for unleashing a slew of reforms to 
win back the confidence of foreign 
investors. Today, the country’s foreign 
exchange reserves have risen to more 

than $350 billion, helped by robust rise in foreign 
currency assets. The surge has been largely due to 
foreign investors who have been buying Indian 
bonds and shares since the Government undertook 
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the big ticket reforms. Strong exchange reserves 
are also a big deterrent against any potential 
volatility in global currency markets. The 
Reserve Bank of India, which has been buying 
US dollar heavily, is keen to improve its defences 
in view of the worst rupee mayhem in 2013. It 
is heartening that the currency reserves now 
provide more than nine months of import cover 
as against six months of cushion in 2013.

 The change came about after the 
Government eased FDI norms in 15 sectors 
including defence, construction, and retail 
trade, thus signalling its reforms intent. The 
decision to lift overseas investment ceilings for 
banking, defence and construction sectors made 
it easy for foreign investors to invest in India. 
The Government also doubled the proportion 
of foreign investment in $60 billion insurance 
business to 49 per cent. Life insurance 
penetration in the country remains poor as it is 
little over 3 per cent of GDP as against 10 per 
cent in Japan and about 6 per cent in Australia.

 In order to give a push to the Government’s 
flagship Make in India initiative, companies 
have been allowed to raise foreign ownership 
up to 49 per cent in defence production. 
Similarly, the Government has allowed 100 per 
cent FDI to multi-brand retailers via Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) route in 
the marketing of food products produced and 
manufactured in India. Now, foreign retailers 
can set up marketing outlets in India to sell food 
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products manufactured by Indian producers. 
Until now, foreign food firms could set up shops 
in India to produce and sell their products. The 
move will not only provide Indian farmers 
greater access to the markets but better returns 
as well. It also eased FDI norms in $7 billion 
medical device sector as foreigners wanting to 
buy 100 per cent of device makers will no longer 
be required to get prior approval. According to a 
World Bank report, India has jumped 12 places 
in ease of doing business.

The changing business environment has 
led to a sharp increase in FDI which is a major 
monetary source for economic development. 
According to a leading national daily, India 
overtook China and USA as the top destination 
for the FDI in 2015 which hit a high of $34.9 
billion in FY 2015, 61.6 per cent increase 
from previous fiscal. According to Japanese 
brokerage company, Nomura, the inflows now 
represent 1.7 per cent of GDP, up from 1.1 per 
cent in the previous year. 

Massive public spending in agriculture and 
infrastructure proposed by the Government in 
this year’s budget coupled with reforms have 
been aimed at sustaining growth against a grim 
global backdrop. And if the Government is able 
to get the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill 
passed in the Parliament, it will add up to two 
percentage points to the country’s growth and 
the double-digit growth will be well within 
the reach. 

The Government relaxed FDI 
norms in the construction 
sector to boost investment
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India’s 2016-17 Union Budget seeks to 
transform agriculture for sustainable 
growth by boosting rural economy and 
accelerating growth

India goes rural 
to transform

agriculture

In a significant shift, the Union 
Government has decided to provide 
a major rural push as it unveiled the 
Central Budget for 2016-17. The Union 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitely surprised 

many when he announced 84 per cent increase 
in allocation for the agriculture and allied 
sector, and promised to double farmers’ income 
by 2022. At a time when the global economy 
has slowed down, this step seems to be a 
calculated move to fuel rural demand which, 
in turn, can help revive other allied sectors. A 
series of measures, including pumping in $16 
billion in the farm sector besides offering $130 
billion credit to farmers, will play the role of a 
catalyst in stimulating rural demand.

text  |  Vikas Khanna
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The measures seek to address rural 
distress of almost 50 per cent of the country’s 
workforce which relies primarily on farming. 

The decision to allocate about $825 million 
for crop insurance programme is a welcome 
relief for farmers who have been 
severely impacted by unseasonal 
rains and two straight years 
of drought. The reduction in 
premiums to be paid by farmers to 
2 per cent for summer-sown crops 
and 1.5 per cent for winter crops 
will encourage farmers to opt for 
crop insurance. Earlier, Indian 
farmers could not afford the premiums which 
could go as high as 40 per cent. That was the 
main reason why only one-tenth of the farmers 
chose to insure their crops in the past.

Another major highlight is the setting up 
of an irrigation fund worth $3 billion. Today, a 
large number of major and medium irrigation 

Decision to 
allocate about 

$825 million for 
crop insurance 
programme is a 

relief for farmers

projects in the country are languishing due 
various reasons and it is estimated that around 
200 irrigation projects worth around $36 
billion have either been stuck or delayed. The 
creation of a dedicated fund will help fast track 

several delayed projects.
Under the scheme, the 

Government proposes to 
implement 89 irrigation projects. 
It was initially decided to complete 
46 of the stalled surface irrigation 
projects within a year and the 
remaining by 2020. Furthermore, 
2.85 million hectares of agriculture 

land will be brought under irrigation. There 
is also a proposal to revive and dig five lakh 
farm ponds and wells in rain-fed areas to help 
small farmers. The move is aimed at making 
water available to farmers throughout the year 
who otherwise are dependent on monsoon 
rains. A steady water supply, instead of reliance 

Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs and Information & Broadcasting, Arun Jaitley addressing a post budget press conference in New Delhi.  
Also present are the Minister of State for Finance, Jayant Sinha, Finance Secretary, Ratan P Watal and Chief Economic Adviser, Dr Arvind Subramanian
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RURAL SECTOR
`2.87 lakh crore will be given as 
grant in aid to gram panchayats 

and municipalities as per the 
recommendations of the 14th 
FC. This translates to `81 lakh 
per gram panchayat and over 

`21 crore per municipality.

Every block in drought and rural 
distress areas will be taken up under 

Deen Dayal Antoyodaya Mission.

300 rurban clusters will incubate 
growth centres in rural area.

All villages will be electrified  
by May 1, 2018.

A new Digital Literacy Mission 
scheme will be launched for rural 

India to cover around six crore 
households in the next three years.

Modernisation of land records 
through revamped National Land 

Records Programme.

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Programme 
to be launched.

Farmers’ income to be 
doubled by 2022.

28.5 lakh hectares will be 
brought under irrigation 

under Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojana.

89 irrigation projects, 
requiring `86,500 crore in 
next five years, to be fast 

tracked. 23 of these projects 
to be completed before 

March 31, 2017.

Dedicated long term irrigation 
fund will be created in 

NABARD with initial corpus of 
`20,000 crore.

Total outlay on irrigation 
including market borrowings 

is `12,157 crore.

Major programme for 
sustainable ground water 

management proposed for 
multilateral funding at a cost 

of `6,000 crore.

Five lakh farm ponds and 
dug wells in rain-fed areas 
and 10 lakh copost pits for 

production of organic manure 
will be taken up.

Soil Health Cards will be given 
to 14 crore farm holdings by 

March 2017.

2,000 model retail otlets of 
fertilizer companies with soil 

and seed testing facilities, 
will be opened in the next 

three years.

Unified Agricultural 
Marketing E Platform 
to be dedicated to the 

Nation on the birthday of Dr  
Ambedkar on April 14, 2016.

BIG FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE 
AND FARMERS’ WELFARE

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

crore including 
state’s share to be 

spent on PMGSY in 
2016-17. Target date 

of completion of 
PMGSY advanced 
from 2021 to 2019.

`27,000 

crore will be given 
as agricultural credit 

in 2016-17

`9 lakh

Food Corporation of 
India will undertake 

online procurement of 
food grains. This will 

bring transparency and 
convenience to farmers 

through prior registration 
and monitoring of 

procurement.
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Budget placed a 
renewed focus 

on the farm 
sector in a bid to 

revive agriculture 
growth; Facing 

page: Arun Jaitley 
interacting with 

the media persons 
in New Delhi
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on seasonal monsoon rains, can help Indian 
farmers to reap three cash crops a year, instead 
of one harvest.

In order to provide easy credit to 
small farmers who, otherwise, rely on 
moneylenders, the Government has set aside 
$2.25 billion as interest subvention towards 
farm loans. This benefit of interest subvention 
will be available to small and 
marginal farmers having Kisan 
Credit Card. They will be able to 
obtain crop loans at a marginal 
rate of 4 per cent if they repay 
existing loans promptly.

The Government also needs 
to be patted for reviving the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
(MNREGA) Scheme. The budgetary 
allocation for the scheme, which guarantees 
100 days of work to rural poor, has been 
pegged at about $5.80 billion. Under the 
programme, villagers can enroll for work 
building roads, digging wells or creating other 
rural infrastructure and receive the minimum 
wage for 100 days a year. It has been a matter 

of concern that Indian agriculture suffers 
from disguised unemployment. A whopping 
50 per cent of the workforce is engaged in 
agriculture and produces just 18 per cent of 
the output. There is an urgent need to create 
more job opportunities in villages.

Another key takeaway of the budget 
proposal is 100 per cent rural electrification by 

2018, which once implemented, 
can spur growth in villages. 
It will not only improve farm 
productivity but will also create 
employment in villages, thus 
empowering rural households. 
Over the last few decades, the 
agriculture sector’s contribution 
to the GDP has been on a steady 
decline. From a high of 42.8 per 

cent in 1960, its GDP share slipped to 17 per 
cent last year. The new measures have been 
designed specifically to target key areas in 
farming. India has the potential to achieve 
double digit growth from the projected GDP 
growth at 7-7.75 per cent for the next fiscal 
through the second green revolution. And the 
road to success is through rural India.

Another 
highlight of 
the budget 

proposal is 100 
per cent rural 
electrification  

by 2018
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Taking art
beyond boundaries
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Termed ‘maverick genius’ by 
critics, artist Manav Gupta uses 
art as a medium to spread the 
message of water conservation 
and sustainable living

Far left: Public art 
project: Rain,  
the Ganga Waterfront; 
Left: Art installation 
‘Noah’s Arc On My Eyot’

Freedom, a ref lective term, 
is synonymous with artistic 
liberation and celebration of 
the soul. This holds true for 
Manav Gupta. The artist, 

a true patriot, began his art journey on 
India’s Independence Day almost two 
decades back. His path has been laden 
with all the essence the country carries 
as he embraces the principles of ancient 
Indian philosophy, way of life and 
scriptures through art. His paintings and 

text  |  Chandreyee Bhaumik
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Habitat Centre (IHC) in New Delhi, are all 
testimony to creative art. 

Going beyond

Manav’s installation, Rain, the Ganga 
Waterfront, was awe-inspiring as it used 
thousands of earthen lamps and chillums 
(clay pipes) to create an illusion of a 
waterfall. It was an exemplary artwork as 
Manav attached his craft with sustainable 
development and called for attention to 
the use of global resources. His first-of-
its-kind Indo-US public art project on 
sustainable living received critical acclaim. 
The 70’x65’x60’ installation, Rain, the 
Ganga Waterfront Along Time Machine 
at the IHC was celebrated by one and all. 
Moreover, the involvement of people 
from different walks of life in the project 
provided it a wider reach and visibility. 

Manav is most sought-after for 
depth of colour light and composition 
in his paintings and for innovations in 
art practices. Last year, he was invited 
to deliver the President’s lecture at the 
Minneapolis College of Art & Design 
and for the forecast talk on public art by 
two leading international organisations 
in the US for disseminating the Indo-
American edition of the Travelling 
International Public Art Project on 
Sustainable Development. 

The artist has been credited for re-
utilising everyday objects of clay for 
large-scale public art in an attempt to 
transform local items and produce them on 
a global platform, a move that primarily 
stems from environmental consciousness. 
Manav is a true ambassador of India’s soft 
power, having been invited to the US, 
Europe, South Africa and the Middle East 
with solo exhibitions called Travelling 
Trilogy at Massachusetts, New York, Iowa, 

sculptures depicting the terrain and totems 
of the Bastar forests, his celebrated series 
on shoonya (zero) drawing inspiration 
from the ancient Indian philosophy of 
the universe, the sun and the moon, the 
typical jugalbandi between musicians, his 
installation called Time Machine made 
with kulhads (earthen cups) at Gurgaon 
and his public art installation, Rain, 
the Ganga Waterfront, hosted by India 
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Left:  Manav Gupta’s 
5,000 sq ft Tree 
of Life painting 
depicting five 
elements of nature; 
Facing page: Art 
installation, Time 
Machine
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Top: A painting from 
artist’s signature series, 
Umbilical Cords;  
Above: Art installation 
depicting a beehive

San Francisco, Berlin, London, Muscat, 
Pretoria, Johannesburg and Cape Town, 
besides major Indian cities in recent years. 
His series of art installations, Excavations 
in Hymns of Clay, and painting series, A 
Hundred and Eight, are quintessentially 
Indian as he continues to take up 
sustainable development and deploy the 
humble Indian potter’s produce to form 
avant garde cutting-edge installations. 
Using sustainable material for development 
and respecting water as a precious 
resource, reducing wastage and working 
on river banks are the obvious means 
for conservation. 
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Art installation using earthen lamps as a metaphor to explore the issue of environmental consciousness

Kaleidoscope

Manav’s works have transcended the 
constraints of any particular medium and 
permeated museums, galleries and corporate 
institutions. His paintings 
include two signature series, 
Large Canvases: Umbilical Cords 
of Earth and Contemporary 
Miniatures: Water Colours on 
Paper and his experiment with 
films was manifested into a one-
minute public service message 
which was commissioned by the 
Government of India. 

Think Tank

Manav was a part of panel discussions 
during his installation, Rain, the Ganga 

Waterfront along Time Machine, as 
government and commerce industry 
leaders, environment and water experts, 
art veterans, and spiritual leaders 

discussed on water, earth’s 
resources and sustainability, 
and how art and 
spirituality connects 
people to contemplate 
and respond. Further, 
his concept of Mark 
Twain’s Mississippi 
Poetry Festival at 

Waterfront is another example 
of fine art. Manav is a true artist 
as his creations are an extension 
of his efforts to sensitise people 
towards nature.

Manav’s 
works have 

transcended 
mediums while 
connecting with 
a large audience

IP May-June'16.indb   33 27/05/16   11:04 AM



ART

  3 4     M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 6IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

Kalamkari, an exquisite pen craft that highlights the beauty of 
delicate patterns through the use of natural dyes, is now making its 
mark on contemporary products

Painting stories
on textiles

text  |  Prerona Basu

From adorning garments with 
detailed designs befitting royalty 
to reinventing itself into a modern-
day utility product, kalamkari 
has come a long way. An ancient 

Indian art which can be traced 
back to 3,000 years, kalamkari, 
which means “pen workmanship”, 
originated in the Golconda 
Sultanate of Hyderabad during 
Middle Ages. The kalam or pen is 
fashioned from a slender bamboo 
stick with a woollen rag wrapped 
and secured by cotton threads 
at one end. The other is sharpened into a nib 
for achieving detailed accuracy. The wool 
absorbs the dye and supplies it to the nib as 

the artist proficiently drags the tip on a cloth 
composed of natural fibre, thereby creating 
striking motifs. 

Kalamkari relies on organic dyes – outlines 
of the drawings are made using molasses and 

iron fillings. The colours are 
prepared from natural products 
like mineral salts, fruits, f lowers, 
roots and leaves. Once the painting 
is complete, buffalo and cow milk 
is blended with berries and alum 
to fasten colours as also to lend 
the cloth a glossy finish. The 
tradition of Indian fabric painting 

using natural dyes is one of antiquity and 
the excavations carried out in Central Asia, 
Africa and Europe have led to the discovery of 

Kalamkari, 
an ancient 
Indian art, 

 can be traced 
back to 

3,000 years
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An artist 
demonstrating a 
style of kalamkari
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such organically dyed samples signifying the 
existence of a flourishing overseas trade. 

Three styles of kalamkari have been 
documented in India. Masulipatnam or 
Machilipatnam style hails from 
Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh 
and portrays strong Islamic 
influence since it was patronised 
by Golconda Sultanate. It adapted 
itself with contemporary artistic 
trends and is famous for using 
Persian motifs. Hand-carved blocks 
are used to form the outlines of 
primary motifs and a specially crafted pen is 
used to add finer details. 

Srikalahasti style of kalamkari, named 
after the place of its origin in Andhra Pradesh, 

There are 
three styles 

of kalamkari 
that have been 

documented 
in India

was influenced by the abundance of temples 
in the area. With Hindu mythology being an 
inspiration for its themes, panels depicting 
vital episodes from Ramayana, Mahabharata, 

Puranas and Bhagvad Gita are 
hand-painted using pens to sketch 
and fill colours. Characteristic 
feature of this form is the 
dominant depiction of round-
faced big-eyed gods and goddesses 
wearing elaborate jewellery 
and costumes. Profusion of red, 
yellow, blue, green and black 

coloured dyes for painting these pieces lend 
it a distinctive identity. Even though it takes 
17 meticulous steps to create this form, the 
craftsmen of Srikalahasti have carried this 
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tradition forward. This form of hand-printing 
has been embellished with inventive designs 
and metamorphosed into bags, table cloths and 
greeting card.

Karrupur style of kalamkari from 
Maharashtra was influenced by Marathi 
sensibilities. This style is lavish since 
the craftsmen embellish their artistry by 
integrating gold brocades in their paintings. 
Karrupur style was popular among the 
Maratha royalties and the craft was used 

as pieces of couture in the form of saris 
and dhotis. 

To safeguard the interest of the artisans 
related with the art form, the Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Ms Nirmala Sitharaman 
has developed a guide map to provide impetus 
to the industry. The fact that in spite of all 
these adversities kalamkari has survived this 
historic journey spanning three millennia 
proves the resilience and perpetuity of Indian 
art and craftsmanship.

FACT FILE
 Srikalahasti style of kalamkari, 

named after the place of its 
origin in Andhra Pradesh, 

was hugely influenced by the 
abundance of temples in the 
area it was conceived from. 

With Hindu mythology being 
a primary inspiration for its 

themes, panels depicting vital 
episodes from Ramayana, 

Mahabharata, puranas and 
Bhagavad Gita are hand-

painted using pens to sketch 
and fill colours.
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Sujani, Bihar’s traditional art of quilting where fabrics are layered, 
sewn together and then embellished with stitch designs, is looking 
at a new lease of life 

Stitched in
tradition

Most of India’s art 
and craft forms have 
originated from the 
villages and the same 
has been the case 

with Sujani. The traditional stitch art of 
Bihar took off as a creation of requirement 
by Rajput women in village households 
where layers of big and small used cloth 
pieces were stitched together with 
coloured threads to make patchwork 
quilts. The word Sujani is derived from 
the words su meaning facilitating and 
jani meaning giving birth. The main 
purpose of creating quilts back then was 
to wrap newborn babies in a soft embrace 
while in summer, these took the form 
of a mattress. Ph
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Sujani showcases the genius of the women who created distinctive embroideries from worn and used clothes

Today, Sujani is practised in the 
southern regions of Rajasthan to 
create patterns on saris, dupattas, 
other clothes and furnishings. For 
centuries, embroidery has been 
integral to most Indian households, 
with both homemakers and working 
women spending a few hours of the day 
on this creative wonder. The earliest 
found examples of the art of embroidery 
date back to the 3rd-5th century BC 
though it has been prevalent across 
the world.

When Sujani was first introduced, 
women created images of nature, gods 
and goddesses through embroidery. 
As the demand for the art form grew, 
patterns were replicated on saris and 

INTERESTING FACTS
Earliest found examples of the art of 
embroidery date back to the 3rd-5th 

century BC.

When Sujani was first introduced, 
women created images of nature, gods 

and goddesses through embroidery.
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other clothing items. The designs depicted 
animals, birds and day-to-day activities 
of village life. 

Styles and materials 
In Sujani, the outline of the motifs is 
done by chain stitch in a dark 
colour. Later, the motifs are 
filled with running stitches 
along with the rest of the 
area. Quilting is done with 
unpicked thread from used 
garments. Furnishing items 
are made using light coloured 
muslin cloth and saris, 
kurtas and dupattas with coloured mull 
or handloom while stoles and jackets are 
created from tussar silk. All extra threads 
and knots are cut from the edges for a 
finished look. The final product is then 
washed and calendered. 

Themes 

Sujani has been used to covey 
messages too. Women stitched their 
joy and sorrow as they transformed 
a quilt into a testimony of their 
lives. Each Sujani narrates a tale or 

an experience. 

Major centres

Bagha Khal, Dhanaur, 
Manipur and Ramnagar 
are the villages in 
Bihar where Sujani is 
practised by artists with 
Bhusura village remaining 

an important crafts cluster. Today, due 
to the presence of various craft councils, 
NGOs and designers, the craft has 
travelled beyond the region of its origin 
and caters to the demands of the urban 
market globally. 

Art form of 
Sujani can now 

be seen both 
as a decorative 

and an 
utilitarian item 

The designs in Sujani depicted animals, birds, and day-to-day activities of village life

IP May-June'16.indb   40 27/05/16   11:04 AM



             Like 
MEA INDIA

             Follow 
@MEAINDIA 

                 Channel 
MEA INDIA

M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 6  n  4 1   n  W W W . I N D I A P E R S P E C T I V E S . I N

Revival 
For decades, this art form stayed hidden in 
hamlets across the state but is now being 
revived. In present form, it can be seen 
both as a decorative and utilitarian item. In 
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district, Sujani weaves 
were saved from disappearing completely 
in the late 1980s by NGOs which inspired 
women to take a relook at the craft. From 
a recreational task, it has turned 
into a business proposition. The 
makeover in motifs and fabric 
empowered women artisans as sales 
increased. Today, this craft serves as 
an important source of income for 
women, with the new-age buyers 
finding traditional motifs fun and 
quirky. The age-old art deserves due 
recognition to inspire weavers of the 
present and future generations to 
learn the skills and revive the craft. 

Left and above: From being a household linen, Sujani has now become an embellished apparel
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A beautifully 
carved side 

stone panel on 
the star-shaped 

pedestal at 
Chennakeshava 

Temple, Belur 
Facing page: A 

figurine with 
intricate stone 

carving at 
Chennakeshava 

Temple
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Artistic figurines and stones of Shravanabelagola, Halebeedu and Belur 
speak of the culturally and politically rich history in the region

Triangular eloquence
on stone

Shravanabelagola, Halebeedu 
and Belur in Hassan district of 
Karnataka are spread out a couple 
of hundred kilometres from 
Bengaluru, the capital of Karnataka 

state. It is surprising that so much of history 
is alive in these monuments that they not only 
ref lect different cultures but are also strong 
symbols of religious tolerance. 

The sculptures of Belur and Halebeedu 
and the monolith at Shravanabelagola are 
cultural ciphers of civilisations representing a 
great era. A highway from the state capital to 
Hassan links all these three destinations and 
introduces the traveller to different dynasties 
which ruled and respected co-existence 
of different religions. The stones narrate 
political, cultural, social and economic 
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history of Hoysala, Chalukya, Ganga, Chola, 
Rashtrakuta and Wodeyar dynasties.

Belur and Halebeedu

The temples of Belur and 
Halebeedu are known for 
splendid architecture. The 
temples were built by famous 
sculptor Amarashilpi Jakanachari 
and have stone carvings from 
Puranas, Upanishads and other 
mythological characters from 
Ramayana and Mahabharata.

Located on the banks of River Yagachi, 
Belur was the early capital of the Hoysala 
empire. According to inscriptions unearthed 

Hoysala kings 
first worshipped 

Jainism, then 
Vaishnavism 

and later became 
Shaivites

here, Belur was referred to as Velapuri 
back then. The city is also known as Dakshina 
Varanasi or South Banaras for its temples. 
These two world heritage monuments under 

UNESCO present ornate and 
intricately decorative forms. 
Legend has it that Hoysala 
kings followed Jainism, then 
Vaishnavism and later turned 
Shaivites. Hoysalas ruled this 
small kingdom, spread over parts 
of southern Deccan, especially 
between rivers Kaveri and 

Tungabhadra, for nearly three centuries.
Belur temple is one of the finest examples 

of Hoysala architecture. It was built by King 

GOOD TO KNOW

  BEST TIME  TO VISIT  
Between October and April

  HOW TO REACH 
By train: Sakleshpur Railway Station (26 km) and 
Hassan Railway Station (40 km)  
By air: Bajpe airport, Mangalore and Mysore airport
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The facade of 
Belur temple 
is filled with 

intricate 
sculptures and 

friezes

Vishnuvardhana commemorating his victory 
over the Cholas at Talakad in 1117 AD. 
Apparently, it took 103 years to construct 
with Vishnuvardhana’s grandson Veera 
Ballala II completing the task.

The 11th century temples 
at Belur and Halebeedu are 
poetry on stone. The carvings 
of shilabalikas, war plates, 
mythology and unique style 
leave one in awe. The facade 
of Belur temple is filled with 
intricate sculptures and friezes 
with no portions left blank. The intricate 
workmanship includes elephants, lions, 
horses and episodes from Indian mythological 

epics and sensuous shilabalikas (dancers). 
The doorways are guarded on either side by 
decorated dvarapalaka (doorkeepers). Inside 
the temple are a number of ornate pillars. 

Darpana Sundari (lady with the 
mirror) carved on the walls of 
Belur Temple is one of the major 
attractions here.

Legend has it that over a 
thousand years ago, an ascetic was 
attacked by a tiger. Seeing a tribal 
warrior nearby, he called out for 
help: ‘Hoy Sala! Sala!’ Without 

hesitating, a man named Sala rushed towards 
the tiger and plunged his spear into the 
animal. This young man is believed to be the 

Stone panel of Shilabalika’s, a witness to the aesthetic beauty of Hoysala architecture
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founder of the Hoysala dynasty, and a picture 
of the young man killing the tiger 
is the emblem of the dynasty.

Halebeedu, meaning “the 
old city”, is located 16 km from 
Belur. It f lourished as the capital 
of Hoysalas and was formerly 
called  Dwarasamudra. Hoysalas 
ruled here for over 150 years. 
Thereafter, it was ransacked by 
the armies of Malik Kafur in the early 14th 

century following which the dynasty fell. 

Shravanabelagola

The monolithic statue of Lord 
Gomateshwara on the hills of 
Vindhyagiri ref lects the lives 
of kings, hermits, mystics and 
ascetics of yore. The 58 ft 8 
inch statue of Gomateshwara, 
carved between 978-993 AD, 

out of a granite bedrock of the mountain, 

The picture of 
a young man 
killing a tiger 
is the emblem 

of  Hoysala   
dynasty

Hoysaleshwara Temple 
at Halebeedu
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is the tallest free-standing statue in the 
world. Gomateshwara, also 
known as Bahubali, was the son 
of first tirthankara Adinatha 
(tirthankaras are the mythical, 
enlightened sages of Jainism).

World-famous 
mahamasthakabhisheka, a 
once-in-12-year head-anointing 
ceremony of Bahubali, which 
will fall next in 2018, is believed to lead to 

enlightenment. According to Jain philosophy, 
a tirtha (pilgrimage) is so called 
because it helps the aspirant in 
crossing the ocean of samsara 
which is full of pain and suffering 
and in attaining liberation from 
the unending cycle of rebirths. 
Bahubali is said to be the ultimate 
symbol of Jain liberation and 
also the ideal. As per folklore 

and mythology, Bharata and Bahubali 

Gomateshwara 
statue is the 
tallest free-

standing 
monolith in 

the world 
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were symbolic representations of sacrifice, 
salvation and renunciation of worldly things. 
So goes the story, Bahubali or Gomateshwara 
was the second son of Rishabhanatha, the 
first Jain tirthankara and his queen, Sunanda. 
He had a stepbrother named Bharata. After 
the renunciation of Rishabha, the two sons, 
Bharata and Bahubali, got two different 
regions of the Rishabha’s kingdom to rule 
over. Bharata soon began to subdue the 
various principalities around him and even 
wanted his brother Bahubali and 98 others to 
submit to him. All except Bahubali gave up 
their kingdoms and became monks. Bahubali 
alone refused to surrender.

So Bharata challenged Bahubali for a duel. 
As Bahubali was about to overpower Bharata, 
he suddenly realised the absurdity of pride in 
physical victory, gave up the fight, became a 
monk and began to perform various penances 
as a Jain sramana.

The mystic aura of the breeze on top of the 
Vindhyagiri where Bahubali stands in lone 
splendour, echoes the sacrifice made by him 
by giving up his kingdom to his brother and 
accepting sainthood. 

It is said that Chamundaraya, the 
illustrious general of the Ganga kings of 
Mysore, got the statue carved by artist 
Arishtanemi under the guidance of his own 
gurus, Ajitasen Acharya and Nemichandra 

Facing Page: Monolithic statue of Gomateshwara, also known as 
Lord Bahubali. Above: Darpana Sundari, a lady with a mirror at 
Chennakeshava Temple

Siddhantha Chakravartin, to 
fulfill the pious wish of his 
mother, Kalala Devi.

Another important fact that 
gets ref lected in the temples built 
during the Hoysala dynasty is that 
they retain a few features salient 
to Chalukyan art. Also, these 
have inventive decoration and 
ornamentation features that are 
unique to the artisans of Hoysala.
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The 200-year-old building, a historically 
significant mansion, has been restored 
and opened to travellers
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In a one-of-its-kind effort, a 200-year-old haveli in Old Delhi has been 
renovated and restored to original glory

Where there is a will,
there is a way

One cannot help but wonder 
about the glorious past of 
India’s political capital. 
Interactions with the people 
of the Walled City on the 

subject of heritage in Delhi reveals that 
Shahjahanabad is now a distant memory for 
most. In fact, a majority of Delhi residents 

may not be even aware of its existence, let 
alone know about a small wonder named 
Dharampura in Old Delhi. An old and 
dilapidated haveli here has been restored to its 
original glory. Now known as Goel Sahab Ki 
Haveli, it is perhaps the first step to showcase 
to the world the architectural wonder that 
Dharampura was once known for. 
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Dharampura has everything a place 
demands in order for one to romanticise 
medieval history. Temples, havelis, 
dharamshalas and shops dating back to the late 
19th century lend it a unique touch. The idea 
was to restore them in a way that Dharampura 
becomes an illustration of how the Walled 
City should look like. 

The name Dharampura owes its coinage 
to many historical events. Centuries ago, it 
was the seat of peaceful co-existence between 
Muslims and Jains. Despite being close to 
the iconic Jama Masjid and the surrounding 
Muslim neighbourhood, the Jains were in 
majority here and built beautiful temples in 
the vicinity. Perhaps the communal fervour 
that emanated from religious tolerance may 
have impelled scholars to call it the seat of 
religion (dharma) or Dharampura. 

On the first visit to the haveli, one found 
the structure overloaded with several ad hoc 
and inappropriate additions. Yet, despite the 
fact that it would be a practical nightmare to 
make any attempt to save the haveli, it was 
somehow deemed fit for reinvention. All one 

Clockwise from left: Lakhori restaurant 
that offers rich Mughlai delicacies; the 
haveli, with strong Mughal and European 
influences in its architecture and design, 
boasts of spacious accommodation;  
Vijay Goel and Siddhant Goel - the men 
behind the restoration of the haveli
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could think was that its location made it a 
symbol of Dharampura. Adjoined by Kinari 
Bazar and the jewellery market 
at Dariba, one can reach this 
place by walking down the 100 
ft road from Parade Grounds 
at Red Fort. 

However, restoring the 
glory of this haveli remained a 
distant dream. Over decades, 
the ravages of time had made 
the structure weak. Rooms were divided 
into smaller areas to accommodate toilets 
and kitchens. Projected balconies were 

severely damaged. At the upper level, the 
roof had collapsed due to uneven loading 

and the walls had cracks. Stone 
columns hid under thick coats 
of synthetic paints. Wooden 
doors, windows frames and 
shutters were decayed. Original 
glass panes were either missing 
or broken. 

Originally called Tin Chowk 
Ki Haveli with an intimate 

layout and separate courtyards meant for 
men and women, it was once the symbol 
of pride and prosperity for the local Jain 

Dharampura 
was the seat 
of peaceful 

co-existence 
between Muslims 

and Jains

The central courtyard of Haveli Dharampura has all rooms aligned to it
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work of havelis in Shahjahanabad or 
elsewhere in Delhi to take reference from. To 
prevent further collapse of the structure, the 
damaged walls were given support with props 
and jacks and the building was covered with 

tarpaulin. However, the challenge 
was not only to restore the haveli 
to its original glory but sustain it 
for many years to come. 

It took around five years, 24x7 
hardwork of 50-odd workmen 
to achieve the desired results. 
The process and the journey 
were interesting, from finding 

the craftsmen who could work in lime and 
carve in stone to creating state de art facilities. 
The top priority was to retain the original 
structure and character of the haveli.  

Removing all partition walls, which were 
added later, restored the original spaces. 

community. It was primarily a load-bearing 
structure built in traditional techniques 
with thick walls of Lakhori bricks masonry, 
wooden joist ceiling covered with lime 
concrete f loor and cleverly designed arches 
for uniform load distribution. 
Part of the basement and 
mezzanine have secret vaults 
with secret passages. The rooms 
around the courtyard on both 
ground and first f loors have 
beautiful stone-carved arches 
and pillars. Arched openings 
with curtains would have kept 
the haveli naturally lit and air circulation 
kept the rooms cool during summer. One 
of the existing balconies had the original 
decorative features of beautiful marble 
carved jaalis and carved wooden members.
There was no precedence of such restoration 

The challenge 
was not only to 

restore the  
haveli but 

sustain it for 
years to come

The three-storeyed haveli showcases Indian culture, from dance and music to Indian cuisine 
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Retrieved original spaces were a perfect fit 
for reuse. Dholpur stone pillars that had lost 
their original sheen under thick coats of 
paints were cleaned and found to be in perfect 
condition with each and every 
carving detail still legible. As 
traditional building construction 
with lime plaster is not in vogue 
any more, it was a challenge 
finding masons to carry out the 
same. Thankfully, the ongoing 
conservation work at Red Fort 
helped and a few masons with the 
knowledge of preparing lime mortar, mixing 
pozzolanic materials and additives such as 

belgiri, gur sheera, sun (jute fibre), methi and 
daal, were employed. Walls and roofs were 
rebuilt to match their authenticity. Original 
Lakhori bricks masonry was found in good 

condition which was further 
maintained and consolidated with 
waterproofing layer. Long deep 
cracks on some walls were joined 
using cross-stitching method with 
mild steel bars. The gaps and holes 
in the masonry were filled in 
lime mortar by gravity grouting. 
All sandstone brackets were 

strengthened and retained. While cast iron 
railings, replica of Shahjahani design were 

Renovated exteriors leading to the restaurant

It took 50 
workmen around 

five years  to 
renovate the 

structure and 
retain originality
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made in Jaipur, the entrance wooden door got 
carved in Shekhawati, Rajasthan. 

The distinctive features of this haveli can 
be attributed to the perfect amalgamation of 
Mughal, Victorian and Hindu 
architecture. It was originally 
designed for both residential and 
commercial use. Shops on lower 
ground f loor that opened toward 
the street and the remaining 
f loors designed as residences 
portray its mixed use.  

The haveli is now open to 
public and operational as a hotel with 13 
rooms along with dining and wining at two 

restaurants. The restaurants on the ground 
f loor and the rooftop provides a intoxicating 
mix of f lavour and ambience. It could be 
developed as a cultural centre and a knowledge 

hub for students to learn about 
restoration and conservation. 
The haveli also serve as a place to 
showcase various art forms in the 
form of cultural evenings. 

The haveli now stands 
completely restored with 
freshly painted walls, polished 
wooden doors and new glass 

panes and as a renewed hope for other 
havelis in Shahjahanabad.

The haveli is an 
amalgamation 

of Mughal, 
Hindu and 

Victorian styles  
of  architecture 

The entrance to Haveli Dharampura
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Kailasa Temple, a centrepiece of world heritage site at Ellora, is a 
symbolic model of Mount Kailash in the Himalayas

Celestial
abode of Shiva

text  |  Renuka Suryavanshi 
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The state of Maharashtra is home 
to a large number of monuments 
that showcase the country’s rich 
culture, heritage and legacy. The 
Gateway of India in Mumbai, 

Chand Minar in Daulatabad, Aga Khan Palace 
and Kesari Wada in Pune are some of the many 

monuments that represent different eras and 
represent royal dynasties that have contributed 
to the history of the coastal state. 

However, a trip to Maharashtra is 
incomplete without visiting Kailasa Temple, 
an architecture marvel at the archaeological 
site of Ellora in Aurangabad. It is globally 
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famous as a megalith carved out of a single 
rock. The Hindu temple was built in the 8th 
century by Krishna I. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, 
it is about 109 ft wide and 164 ft long.

Kailasa Temple is one of the 34 monasteries 
and temples that constitute Ellora Caves. 
They were dug side by side in an area of 

2 km in the wall of a high basalt cliff of the 
Sahyadari Hills. The temple –cave number 16–has 
traces of Pallava style and bears resemblance 
to Dravidian architecture for its workmanship 
and sculptural ornamentation of rock-cut 
architecture. The construction of the temple 
began in 757 CE and was completed in 783 CE.   

Above: North side of Kailasa temple, part of Ellora Caves; Facing page: Ganesha sculpture at Kailasa Temple
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The temple design has surprised 
historians and architects due to the 
complexity involved in creating such a 
magnificent complex. Kailasa Temple’s 
architecture is notable for its vertical 
excavation, dug from top to bottom. Legend 
has it that carvers took 20 years to remove 

about 200,000 tonnes of rock to construct this 
monolithic structure. 

Most of the deities on the left side of the 
temple’s entrance were Shaivaites while those 
on the right are from Vaishnava community. 
A three-floor high columned arcade edges 
the temple courtyard. The two structures 
in the courtyard, as per traditional Shiva 
temples, have an image of sacred bull, Nandi, 
facing the Shivalinga. The Nandi mandapa 
and main Shiva temple are 7 m tall and built 
over two f loors. Both are solid structures 
with elaborate illustrative carvings. The base 
level gives an effect as if elephants are holding 
the entire structure. 
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One of the noteworthy structures in the 
temple is of demon king Ravana attempting 
to lift Mount Kailasa. The temple’s pillars, 
windows and gathering halls are carved with 
images of deities and other figures.   

Ellora Caves remained in oblivion for 
several centuries but the cave temples of Ellora 
were known to the civilised world through 
ages as an example of Indian religion and art. 
The Baroda Copper Plate grants of Karka II 
refer to the magnificent excavations at Elapura 
(ie Ellora). Arab traveller Al Masudi and 
historian Farishta were two early authorities 
of the Muslim period to record Ellora in 
their accounts. Ellora Caves, credited by 

UNESCO as a World Heritage Site, represent 
three different faiths–Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Jainism–through these temples. They mark the 
culmination of the cave temple architecture 
in western India. While moving from south 
to north along the cliff, one first discovers 
12 caves of the Buddhist group that comprise 
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Kailasa Temple among the caves also stands 
out as the highest architectural attainment 
during the rule of Rashtrakuta dynasty. 
Thousands of sculptures, drawings and 
inscriptions in Ellora exude artistic richness 
and philosophy making the caves a major 
achievement of ancient Indian civilisation. 

monasteries and a single large temple; they 
seem to be the oldest. Then come the caves 
of the Hindus, also known as the “Cavern of 
the Ten Avatars” and in the last stand, the 
structures of Jain group, said to be the last 
to be excavated and to take inspiration from 
existing art at the Ellora Caves. 

Facing page: Religious figure carved into solid rock inside the ancient Hindu Temple; (Above) Kailasa Temple
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Once a flourishing trade port on the Spice Route, Muziris is now a 
part of heritage conservation project in Kerala that aims to showcase 
a 3,000-year-old culture

text  |  Rhucha Kulkarni

Lost legacy of the
spice trail
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The Muziris Project is the largest 
conservation project in India 
and the first green project of 
Kerala. Launched in 2007, the 
excavations under the Muziris 

Project have been instrumental in opening 
our eyes to a past of glory and intercommunal 
harmony. The project was launched through 
a collaboration of various government 
units along with UNESCO and has gained 
international acclaim, thanks to its unique 
intercultural linkages. 

Without disturbing the local ecosystem, 
local tourism is expected to fuel economic 
development as the project aims at streamlining 
tourism routes and opening up new 
destinations. The project plans to preserve 
and promote archaeological monuments 
in Ernakulam and Thrissur districts. 
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The port 
of Muziris 

established the 
foundation 

for the famous 
Spice Route

The underlying premise behind these 
commendable efforts seems to be the revival 
of trade ties and reinstatement of the Spice 
Route on the global trade map. 

The ancient port of Muziris speaks of 
the stories of spices – the spice 
trails talk of tales of travel 
and trade which narrate a rich 
past, a melange of historical 
events, cultures, people, goods 
and archaeological excellence. 
Owing to its strategic position 
and proximity to the West 
via the Red Sea, Muziris has 
emerged as a bustling hub of trade and 
transport between India and other countries, 
establishing the foundation for the famous 
Spice Route. These cross-geographical and 
cross-cultural associations wove together a 

rich past, one that transported India onto the 
global map, carving a legacy of prosperity. 
Unfortunately, when tragedy struck Periyar 
Basin, a landscape transformation led to an 
earthquake-induced flood in the area and 

wiped away this rich legacy. 

Origin of Muziris

The cool climes of Kerala served 
as a perfect haven for spices like 
pepper, cardamom, and saffron 
to thrive and a niche trade 
emerged. Proximity to the West, 
along with peculiar sea currents 

and southwestern winds, enhanced the speed 
of transport across the oceans. It is believed 
that a ship setting sail from the Red Sea 
could reach Muziris in 40 days. In fact, the 
discovery of Kerala as a spice hub is believed 

The ancient trade route, Silk Road, that linked China with the West
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Diversity in 
culture and 

beliefs is 
visible in the 

artefacts of the 
ancient ages

past. The waters of Azhikode play the tunes 
of Christianity’s foray into India. Several lores 
proclaim the arrival of St Thomas, the apostle 
who travelled from Jerusalem and established 
the first church. On the other hand, the first 

Muslim prayers were rendered on 
these lands at the Cheraman Juma 
Mosque, built by Malik Deenar. 
Parallelly, a host of synagogues 
suggest remnants of a Jewish 
past while the velichappads ie 
orange-clad men and women with 
swords dance at Kodungallur 
Bhagavathy Temple. 

Modern view of a lost land

The ancient port of Muziris is today located 
in Pattanam district of Kerala. Paravur’s 
Synagogue is a gateway to a host of monuments 

to have been made by Portuguese explorer 
Vasco da Gama. Thus, a demand-supply divide 
transformed the seaport into a cash hub – the 
basis for the Spice Route. Muziris supplied 
their necessary share of spices to more than 
30 countries. What emerged was 
an intermingling of cultures that 
set the pace for the rise and fall of 
mighty empires along the shores of 
the Muziris.

A glimpse of the Muziris  

of yesteryear

The diversity in culture, beliefs 
and life is visible in the artefacts left behind 
from the ancient ages, dug as a part of the 
Pattanayam excavations that began in 2007. 
Intricate pottery, beautiful glass beads, metal 
objects, ivory and precious stones reveal a rich 

Clockwise from bottom left: A wooden canopy bed, interior of Paravur Synagogue, exterior of the Kerala Jews Historical Museum and Chinese jars
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and museums. The circuit tours, listed below, can 
be explored on a hop-on-hop-off boat service. 
 
Visitor Centre-Kottappuram Fort-

Kottappuram Market-Azhikode Marthoma 

Church The Visitor’s Centre houses 
Cheraman Juma Mosque and Islamic History 
Museum which highlight the 
origins of Islam in south India. 
Experience this blend with 
Hinduism with the adjoining 
Bhagavathy Temple and Trik 
Kulasekharapuram Sree Krishna 
Temple. The next stop is the 
ruins of Kottappuram Fort of 
Portuguese origin. Kottappuram 
market is supposedly the oldest one established 
by the king of Kochi. It has now taken a 
modern avatar, f lanked by the Kottappuram 
Eat Street and St Michael’s Church. From 
here, tourists can proceed to Azhikode 
Marthoma Church. 
Kottappuram Market-Gothuruth-Paliam-

Kottayil Kovilakom From Kottappuram 
market, Gothuruth can be reached by a jetty. 

Travellers can visit the church and head 
towards the Performance Centre which hosts 
art performances of Chavittu Nadakam, 
a Latin Christian classical art form in 
Portuguese style. Paliam, the original dwelling 
house of the prime ministers to the kings 
of Kochi, today houses the Kerala History 

Museum and the Kerala Lifestyle 
Museum. Kottayil Kovilakom is 
a landmark of religious harmony, 
evident from a temple, a church 
and a mosque in close proximity.  
Paravur Visitor’s Centre-

Sahodaran Ayyappan-

Manjumatha Church-Azhikode 

Marthoma Church  
After a visit to Paravur Jewish Synagogue, 
tourists can explore Sahodaran 
Ayyappan Museum, Cherai Beach and 
Manjumatha Church. 

On the Spice Route, many places including 
Muziris, Fort Kochi, Kollam and Alappuzha 
emerged as bustling centres of trade and stood 
witness to civilisations, wars and history 
being rewritten.

Hop-on hop-off 
boat service 

lets you cruise 
through the 

golden age of 
spice trade

President of India Dr Pranab Mukherjee with Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy and other dignitaries at the inauguration of Muziris Heritage Project
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Kerala Jews Historical Museum (Paravur Synagogue) 
Find out more about the history of the Jews in Kerala here.

Kerala History Museum (Paliam Palace/Kovilakom) 
Built by the Dutch in 1663 as a gesture of gratitude to the 
Paliath Achan for helping them conquer the Portuguese. 

Kerala Lifestyle Museum (Paliam Nalukettu) 
This structure was built in 1786 for women and minor boys 
of Paliam. It has a big courtyard at the centre with rooms 
surrounding it.

Kerala Jews Lifestyle Museum 
Exhibits Jewish customs, the role of women and 
more in Kerala. 

Sahodaran Ayyappan Museum 
Highlights the life and times of social reformer-thinker of 
Kerala, Sahodaran Ayyappan.

Kesari Balakrishna Museum 
Old home of renowned journalist Kesari Balakrishna Pillai 
which has been converted into a museum.

National Movement Abdul Rahman Museum 
Honours the sacrifices and achievements of renowned 
freedom fighter Mohammed Abdul Rahman.

Kerala Islamic History Museum 
Displays Islamic traditions through text and 
audio-visual material. 

Kottappuram Fort Museum 
Reveals the story of Portuguese and Dutch invasions, the 
history and architecture of the fort as well as its excavation 
and conservation. 

Kerala Maritime Museum 
Dedicated to maritime trade between Kerala and 
foreign countries. 

The house of late social reformer Sahodaran Ayyappan and the Paravur Synagogue

Cheraman Perumal Museum and activity centre 
Houses history, cultural heritage, customs and historical 
development of Kerala.

Museum on Christianity in Kerala 
Displays interesting traditions and history of the Christians in Kerala

Christian Religious Arts Museum 
Exhibits Christian religious art and traditions.  

Military Museum 
Houses the collective history of soldiers from various kingdoms.

Museum on Handlooms, Chendamangalam 
Displays history of the fabric, the manufacturing process and 
handloom products of the region.

Museum of Aquatic Life 
For interactive environmental education that provides an ideal 
ground for research, eco-clubs and nature enthusiasts.  

Fisheries Museum, Gothuruthu 
An exhibition area explains inland fishing history of Kerala, various 
types of boats and different fishing methods. 

Coir Museum 
Emphasises the history of coir, its stages of processing and the 
final products.  

Kerala Literature Museum 
Built in the memory of great scholar Kunhikuttan Thampuram, the 
man who translated the epic Mahabharata.

Keshava Dev Museum 
Displays the life and works of novelist-social reformer, 
P Keshava Pillai.

Pattanam Excavation Site Museum 
Site for Kerala’s first-ever multi-disciplinary excavations, it 
will exhibit prominent archaeological evidences in Kerala’s 
maritime history.

The ancient port of Muziris is being conserved and preserved through 
the Muziris Heritage Project. Supplementing it are 21 museums that 

aim to educate people about 2,000 years of Kerala’s history

MUSEUMS AT THE MUZIRIS HERITAGE ZONE

IP May-June'16.indb   69 27/05/16   11:07 AM



CULTURE

  7 0     M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 6IND IA  P E R S P E C T I V E S

Ornate entrance 
to Ajmer’s 

dargah

IP May-June'16.indb   70 27/05/16   11:07 AM



M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 6    7 1     W W W . I N D I A P E R S P E C T I V E S . I N

Devotees throng Ajmer, ringed by barren 
hills in Rajasthan, for the Urs festival that 
commemorates the death anniversary of 
revered Sufi saint Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

Celebrating 
sufism

text  |  Anil Mulchandani

photos  |  Dinesh Shukla

The historic city of Ajmer 
is associated with Khwaja 
Moinuddin Chishti (1141-
1236) who introduced and 
established the Chishti Order 

of Sufism in the Indian subcontinent. Sufism 
is a mystical form of Islam which is believed 
to have originated between the 9th and 10th 
centuries. The movement travelled to India 
from Afghanistan with the Sufi saint from 
Persia, Moinuddin Chishti. Starting out from 
Afghanistan after relinquishing his worldly 
belongings to the underprivileged, Moinuddin 
Chishti, also called Gharib Nawaz or the 
Benefactor of the Poor, acquired religious 
learning from scholars during his travels in 
Central Asia to Bukhara and Samarkand. Later, 
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The 13th 
century shrine 
of Moinuddin 

Chishti is 
a centre of 

spiritual tourism 

he turned towards India and settled in Ajmer 
in 1192, where he gathered a huge following. 
In fact, Mughal emperor Akbar is said to have 
undertaken a pilgrimage by foot to 
the shrine. 

Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s 
teachings, which formed the basis 
for the Chishti Order in India, laid 
stress on renunciation of material 
goods, self-discipline and personal 
prayer regime, participation in 
Sama as a legitimate means to 
spiritual transformation, reliance on either 
cultivation or unsolicited offerings as means 
of basic subsistence, independence from rulers 
and the state, including rejection of monetary 
and land grants, generosity to others in sharing 

food and wealth, and tolerance and respect 
for religious differences including unity 
of all religions.

Founded in the 13th century, 
the shrine gained importance 
during the reign of Mughal rulers 
- Akbar, Jehangir and Shah Jehan. 
The main entry is through Nizam 
Gate, donated by the erstwhile 
princely state of Hyderabad. Inside 
is a mosque constructed by Akbar 
in 1570s that houses an Arabic 

and Persian school for religious education. 
The next gate is Nakkarkhana as it has two 
large nakkharas (drums) above it. The third 
gate, Buland Darwaza leads to the courtyard. 
Flanking the entrance of the courtyard are two 
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degs (cauldrons) where donations are collected 
for the underprivileged.

Khwaja sahib’s resting place is surrounded 
by silver railings and crowned 
by a gilded dome. People enter 
the tomb barefoot with their 
heads covered and jostle in long 
queues while carrying baskets 
of f lowers, especially roses and 
richly decorated fabric covers 
called chadars (a ceremonial cloth 
inscribed with religious verses), to 
be offered at the shrine. 

Ajmer Sharif is also the focal point for Urs, 
commemorated annually in the seventh month 
of the Islamic lunar calendar, which features 
the six-day death anniversary ceremonies for 

the Sufi saint including mesmerising qawwali 
renditions. Kheer and other delicious dishes 
are prepared in huge vats for the devotees. The 

sixth day of the Urs is the most 
special and auspicious. Called 
Chhati Sharif, this 
day witnesses huge 
gatherings for prayers 
and food. Khadims 
read religious texts 
and perform prayers 
while qawwals sing 

praise poetry called Badhaawa. 
The annual recitation draws 
curtains on the ceremony 
and a canon is fired to mark 
the occasion. 

The six-day 
long Urs festival 

is thronged by 
devotees in large 

numbers from 
across the world

Facing page: Imposing gates like Nizam Gate, Buland Darwaza and Shahjahani Darwaza lead to the interiors of Moinuddin Chishti dargah; 
Devotees tying a thread as part of a religious ritual; Above: Shops for pilgrims at the shrine
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Himalayan ranges, sacred rivers, dense forests and geographical 
diversity make the northern state a dream destination for 
adventure sports-lovers

Outdoors in
Uttarakhand

text  |  Anil Mulchandani
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The Himalayan ranges of Garhwal 
and Kumaon in Uttarakhand 
are blessed with flora, fauna, 
architecture, myths and legends. 
From the subtropical forests of 

the Terai in the south to high Himalayan peaks 
and glaciers in the north, Uttarakhand’s hills 
are wonderful places for adventure activities, 
extreme sports and wildlife tours. Relatively 
easy to access from the big cities of northern 

India, a number of adventure tourism 
destinations have developed in Uttarakhand 
with tourists flocking to Auli for skiing in 
winter and Rishikesh for rafting in summer. 
During these months, many destinations open 
up possibilities for adventure activities like 
mountain biking, trekking, mountaineering, 
wildlife and elephant safaris,  paragliding and 
river rafting. Take a look at some popular 
adventure destinations in Uttarakhand: 
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Rafting in Rishikesh

At the confluence of river Ganga and 
Chandrabhaga, Rishikesh is a holy place with 
spiritual activities around Triveni Ghat which 
is popular for ritual bathing and hosting the 
impressive Ganga aarti in the evening. Shivpuri, 
north of Rishikesh, is a scenic campsite by 
the Ganga which turns into a torrential river 
gushing over rocky boulders as it hurtles down 
from the upper terrains to the plains. Between 
September and May, some of the stretches of 
rapids near Shivpuri offer wonderful white 
water rafting opportunities, with different 
grades of difficulties. For beginners, the rafting 
session begins with a lesson by a demonstration 
on how to hold the paddle, how to anchor feet 
safely in the raft, the commands the guide 
shouts to warn approaching rapids or rocks and 
when to lean and paddle in rough water. For 
serious rafting enthusiasts, a two or three-day 
white water circuit with camp stays is operated 
by certified experts. The popular rafting 
circuit starts at Kaudiyala and takes in Shivpuri 
and Brahmapuri.  
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Young tourists 
experience the thrill of 

white water rafting
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Trekking in Garhwal

From Shivpuri, the road runs north to 
Uttarkashi which houses the Nehru Institute 
of Mountaineering. A popular trek from 
Uttarkashi follows River Asi to the lake of Dod 
Tal set in pine and deodar forests, a perfect 
location for watching birds. To 
the north from Uttarkashi is Dev 
Bhoomi, a major pilgrimage circuit 
comprising Badrinath, Kedarnath, 
Gangotri and Yamunotri. The 
26-km trek from Gangotri to 
Gaumukh, the glacial source of 
the Ganges, crosses the glacier and 
includes the meadows of Tapovan 
and Nandanvan where the Bhagirathi and 
Shivling peaks loom.

The Kauri Pass Trek, called Curzon 
Trail, begins at Auli or Ghat, and skirts the 
outer areas of the Nanda Devi Sanctuary and 

crosses over the 3,640 m high Kuari Pass. It 
is known for spectacular views of snowclad 
peaks of Nanda Devi mountains, the highest in 
Uttarakhand, the lakes, the waterfalls and the 
meadows on the trail. 

The trek to the Sikh shrine of Hemkund 
Sahib and the spectacular Valley 
of Flowers National Park begins 
at Ghangaria, north of Joshimath. 
Another botanical paradise, the 
Har-ki-Dun Valley Trek in the 
Govind Wildlife Sanctuary is a 
hike to the valley. 

Trekking in Kumaon

Like Garhwal, Kumaon offers treks from easily 
accessible trailheads. The Pindari Glacier Trek 
is one of the prettiest as it goes through largely 
unspoiled landscapes and offers great views of 
the Nanda Devi peaks. The trail from Loharkhet 

Curzon 
Trail offers a 

spectacular view 
of the snowclad 
peaks of Nanda 
Devi mountains
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Trek amid a riot of 
colours and fragrances 
at the Valley of Flowers 

National Park (facing 
page) or climb the  

beautiful trail in sunny 
spring day in the 

Himalayas 
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Clockwise from the top: A black-headed Jay at Pangot; tourists in a jeep 
safari going through the forests of Jim Corbett National Park; Hemkund Lake 

at Hemkund Sahib and a tusker in the forests of Jim Corbett  
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crosses over the Dhakuri Pass and continues 
onto Khati village after which it is largely 
uninhabited virgin countryside. The trek usually 
takes six days before you reach the glacier that 
flows to the south for a short distance of about 
3 km. A challenging trek of eight days is to the 
Milam Glacier, with Munsiyari as the base. 

Safaris in Corbett

On the east of Garhwal is the Kumaon region, 
made famous by Jim Corbett’s writings. It is 

India’s oldest tiger reserve named after the 
British-Indian hunter and tracker-turned-
conservationist, author and naturalist. The 
Jim Corbett National Park covers a wide area 
from 400-1,200 m above sea level. The main 
tiger habitat is the forest dominated by sal 
trees and you can opt for an elephant or a 
jeep safari in the area. The best time to spot 
a tiger is between mid-April and mid-June 
when the forest cover is less thick and the big 
cats frequent the water sources. The flat open 
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Clockwise from the 
top: A trekking camp 

in the Himalayan 
ranges; a tiger in the 
Jim Corbett National 

Park; Cheetal deer 
near a water hole in 

Jim Corbett
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grasslands called chaurs form grazing lands for 
sambars, hog deer, spotted deer and barking 
deer. During summer, large herds of wild 
elephants congregate at these chaurs. River 
Ramganga and its tributaries offer immense 
opportunities to explore wildlife that comes 
out in the summer in search of water. Otters, 
crocodiles and waterfowl can be seen at the 
rivers and Ramganga Reservoir. 

Nature tours in 

and around Nainital

To the east of Corbett, the hill station of 
Nainital and its nearby sites are ideal for nature 
walks in the mountainous forests. Pangot, 
around 15 km from Nainital, is a bird-watchers’ 
paradise with many mountain birds seen here 
and at nearby Kilbury. Sattal is another ideal 
spot for birding. Paragliding is possible at 
Naukuchiatal near Nainital.  

Fly Fishing 

Uttarakhand also attracts angling 
enthusiasts who arrive at the 
Himalayan rivers in search of the 
mahseer which is a sought-after 
game fish that fights fiercely 
when caught. Pancheshwar is a 
prime area of Uttarakhand for 
mahseer fishing in the Kali and 
Saryu rivers.

So, pack your bags now to 
discover enthralling beauty and 
mystic charm of the state.
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Quench your thirst with a cool summer drink and tickle your 
tastebuds with an Indian savoury that will leave you asking for more

Refreshingly
aromatic

Thandai Milk Drink

Preparation Time: 15 minutes
Soaking Time: 5-6 hours
Serves 4

Ingredients

125 g sugar, 3 cups water, 20 blanched and 
peeled almonds, 1 tsp aniseed (saunf), 5-6 rose 
petals, 5-6 peppercorns, 2 tbsp melon seeds 
(magaz), 3-4 cardamoms, a few strands saffron, 
2½ cups cups milk

Method

Put the sugar and 1-½ cups water in a pan and 
boil to make a thin syrup; cool and preserve.

Put the remaining water in a bowl. Add 
almonds, aniseed, rose petals, peppercorns, 
melon seeds, cardamoms and saffron and soak 
for five to six hours; transfer to a blender and 
grind till smooth. 

Transfer the almond mixture to a jug, add the 
syrup and the milk and stir well. Serve the 
chilled thandai in tall glasses.  
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Courtesy: Fabulous Flavours: Brunch, High Tea, Cocktails, part of a series of cookbooks 
brought out by the External Affairs (Ministry’s) Spouses Association, New Delhi

Preparation Time: 25 minutes
Coking Time: 1 hour 10 minutes
Serves 6 

Ingredients

12 chicken drumsticks, 700 g basmati rice soaked 
for 30 minutes, 1 tsp saffron, ½ cup lukewarm 
milk, 250 g beaten yogurt, 3 tbsp lemon juice, 
3 tbsp coriander leaves, 3 tbsp mint leaves, 
3 tbsp ghee, 1 tbsp black cumin seeds (shah jeera), 
8 cardamoms, 6 cloves, 2”cinnamon, 3 bay leaves, 
3 medium onions sliced, 2 tbsp garlic-ginger 
paste, 1 tbsp salt, 1 tsp red chilli powder, ½ tsp 
nutmeg powder, salt to taste

Method 

Put the saffron in a bowl, add milk and let it soak 
for 15 minutes, stir in half the yogurt, lemon 
juice, coriander and mint leaves, keep aside. 

Heat the ghee in a pan, temper with half 
the black cumin seeds, cardamoms, cloves, 

Kesari Dum Ki Biryani

cinnamon and bay leaves; add the onions and 
sauté till they turn golden; stir in the garlic-
ginger paste, salt, red chilli, and nutmeg 
powders; add the chicken, sauté for about 
five minutes; sprinkling water from time to time, 
until the chicken is well browned; stir in the 
remaining yogurt, cover and cook for 10 minutes 
or till the chicken is tender; keep aside.

Fill a large pan with water and bring to a boil; add 
the remaining cumin seeds, cardamoms, cloves, 
cinnamon, bay leaves, rice and salt; boil until the 
rice is three-quarters cooked; drain thoroughly. 

Arrange half the chicken in a baking dish (or in 
a pan or handi for stove-top cooking), spread 
one-third of the saffron-yogurt mixture on top; 
cover with half the rice; repeat the layers. Seal 
with aluminium foil or cover tightly with the lid; 
place in a preheated moderate oven at 180 degrees 
Celsius for 15 to 20 minutes; or cook on the stove-
top on very low heat until the rice is fully done. 
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A leading exponent of Kalka-
Bindadin gharana of Lucknow, 
Pandit Birju Maharaj is a 
legendary Kathak dancer. He was 
born in a family of illustrious 

dance masters and learned the art of dancing 
from his father, Pandit Achhan Maharaj. Today, 
he is one of the most prominent faces of Indian 
classical dance globally. 

With a strong grip and expertise over all 
genres of classical music, ranging from dadra 
to thumri to bhajans to ghazals, the versatile 
Birju Maharaj first took to the stage at the age 
of seven. Since then, time and again, he has 
enthralled the world with his performances. His 
talent knows no boundaries and his popularity 
as a sensitive poet and an orator has always 
captivated the audience. In fact, Panditji has 
brought about a renaissance in the presentation 
of Kathak and today, almost every Kathak 
dancer has in some or the other way been 
influenced by his brilliance. 

Kathak exponent Pandit Birju Maharaj is globally known 
the for his choreography and dramas

I’ve never run 
after money

text  |  Chandreyee Bhaumik
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The dance 
maestro has a 

flair for playing 
both percussion 

and string 
instruments

Legacy 
Born as Brijmohan Mishra to renowned Kathak 
proponent, most of Birju Maharaj’s time was 
spent in imbibing the artistic teachings from his 
father. The contribution of his uncles,  
Pt. Lachhu Maharaj and Pt. Shambhu Maharaj, 
is immense in Panditji’s life as they taught him 
the finer details of Kathak. 

In 1947, Birju Maharaj lost his father and 
he shifted to Bombay (now Mumbai) for a brief 
period with his mother. At 13, he was invited 
to teach at Sangeet Bharati in Delhi which was 
a big achievement back then. Thereafter, he 
taught at Bharatiya Kala Kendra and headed 
the teaching faculty of Kathak Kendra, a unit 
of Sangeet Natak Akademi in New Delhi. After 
retirement from Kathak Kendra, Panditji started 
his own Kathak and Indian fine arts academy 
called Kalashram. 

The vibrance of his calibre was unbridled 
and his talent as a musician, composer, 
percussionist, teacher, poet, painter and director 
remains unparalleled. Two classical dance 
sequences, in the 1977 film Shatranj Ke Khiladi, 
are among the many memorable 
examples of his creative genius. He 
remains class apart due to his flair 
for playing percussion instruments 
like pakhawaj, tabla, dholak, and 
naal along with string instruments 
like sarod, violin, flute and sitar. 

Talking about growing up in 
a culturally rich environment, 
Panditji recollects, “I have seen both the old and 
the new times. I believe Kathak as a dance form 
has a positive impact on people. There is an 
inherent mystery in this dance which is integral 
to our daily life. Initially, I never thought 
about it as I was only interested  in improving 

technicalities, but with time, I see movement in 
even the way the branches swing.”      

Success curve

The Kathak maestro is a recipient of several 
honours including the prestigious Padma 

Vibhushan, Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award, Kalidas Samman, Yash 
Bharati, Andhra Ratna, Nritya 
Choodamani, Soviet Land Nehru 
Award, Desikottam, Netaji Award 
and many more. His artistic genius 
has been recognised through 
various degrees he has been 
awarded with - honorary D Litt 

from Banaras Hindu University, Khairagarh 
University, Rabindra Bharati University, 
Calcutta University and Ordre des Arts et des 
Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) from France.  

He is one of the foremost masters 
who pioneered group compositions and 

Pt Birju Maharaj teaching 
dance moves to Indian 

actress Madhuri Dixit and 
(Below) to students
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experimented in expanding the solo form to 
present dance dramas and short themes on 
mythological, historical and social subjects. 
Some of his popular works include Krishnayan, 
Katha Raghunath Ki , Shan-e-Avadh, Kumar 
Sambhav, Roopmati Bazbahadur, Hori Dhoom 
Macho Ri, Laya Parikrama, Nritta 
Keli, Leelangika, Naad Gunjan 
and Loha. Birju Maharaj has also 
popularised the use of numerical 
configurations in dance phrases 
with an aural appeal. 

Panditji made his presence 
felt in Bollywood too. Although 
he had initial reservations to the 
way dance was treated in Indian movies, he is 
now happy to be involved wherever classicism 
of his style is maintained. In an interview to 
a national daily, he says “Meena Kumari and 
Vyjayanthimala have been fabulous and then 
of course, there’s Madhuri Dixit who is the 

Initially, he had 
reservations 

with dances in 
Bollywood but 

now he is happy 
to be involved

Far left: Panditji during 
a dance class and a 
dance performance

best.” He choreographed several songs in the 
film industry including Kaahe Chhed Mohe 
for Devdas, Aan Milo Sajna for Gadar, Unnai 
Kaanadhu Naan for Vishwaroopam, Jagaave 
Saari Raina for Dedh Ishqiya and more recently, 
Mohe Rang Do Laal for Bajirao Mastani. 

Commenting on his Bollywood 
experience, he says, “It showcases 
a perfect balance between reel and 
real. A three-minute dance sequence 
takes almost a fortnight to shoot 
with one shot highlighting the close-
up of the face and the other showing 
facial expressions in minute details.” 

At present, Birju Maharaj 
supervises dance teachings to 600-700 students 
at Kalashram as he takes immense pride in 
providing training in the field of Kathak and 
associated disciplines. “I live an extremely humble 
life. I have and will never run after money as I am 
a saadhak (devotee),” he concludes.
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The flagship magazine of the Ministry of External Affairs was bestowed 
with three awards by the Association of Business Communicators

Three cheers for 
India Perspectives

feature stories. The magazine won the Gold 
in the Indian Language Publication category, 
a Silver in the Features (Language) and a 

Bronze in the New Publications 
section. The magazine is 
printed in 16 languages and 
circulated to over 170 Indian 
Missions globally, disseminating 
interesting information about 
India’s rich culture, tradition and 
contemporary development. 

The magazine is commissioned 
through MaXposure Media Group, the largest 
custom publishers in South East Asia and Middle 
East with core competence in content generation.

The magazine 
was bestowed 

with honours as 
part of the 55th 
annual awards 

event 

India Perspectives, the flagship magazine 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
was conferred with three awards by the 
Association of Business 
Communicators of India 

(ABCI). The magazine was bestowed 
with honours as part of the 55th 
annual awards event organised at 
the Bombay Presidency Radio Club 
on March 18, 2016. ABCI, which 
promotes excellence in business 
communication, celebrated its 55th 
year with much fanfare and grandeur.  

India Perspectives encompasses a wide range 
of articles, ranging from topical to analytical to 
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01 Step  
Click on “Register 
(New User)” and fill 
required details

05 Step  
Click on “Track 
Grievances Status” link 
to View latest status  
and processing done  
on your grievance.

02 Step  
Click on “Activation” 
link sent in email (or 
OTP sent in SMS to 
Indian Mobile Holders) 
to activate the account.

03 Step  
Log in to the 
Consular Grievances 
Monitoring System 
(MADAD). 04 Step  

Click on “Register 
Grievances” link to fill 
details of your grievances.

CONSULAR GRIEVANCES  
MONITORING SYSTEM

mymea.in/madad

MADAD
Because You Are Us
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